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D E D I C A T I O'N. 



To the Right Reverend Father in God, 

LEWIS, 

Lord Bishop of Norwich, 



My Lord, 

Tf'ORGIVE my irifcribirig the 
following Difcourfes to your 
Lordfliip, without firft requefting 
your permiflion. 






iv DEDICATION. 

I muft frankly acknowledge, 
that it was the fear of not ob- 
taining your confent, which pre- 
vented me from afking it. For, 
as I thought the account of fo 
perfeft a human creature as her, 
— whofe death w^as the melan- 
choly occafion of the following 
tribute to her memory, — ought 
to be prefented to the mofl: per- 
fe6l living charafter I knew, I 
wifhed to fay fo to the public, 
— and I was afraid, had you pre- 
vioufly known my intention, — 
your humility would have pre- 
vented it's execution. 

The 



DEDICATION. v 

The following Difcourfes, my 
Lord, are likewife the beft anfwer 
I can give to yours and Mrs. 
Bagot's very kind, and, I muft 
fay, friendly enquiry after Mrs. 
Cooper and myfelf, under the 
firft prefTure of our affliftion. 

That every happinefs may at- 
tend you, and that you may long 
be lent to earth as an example, — 
before you are tranflated to hea- 
ven as your reward, is our (incere 
wifh, and ardent prayer. 
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vi DEDICATION. 

I am, my Lord, with the true 
refpeft, and livelieft efteem. 



Your Lard/hip's 
moji obedient, 
and qffeElionate humble Servqn 



S. COOPER. 



PREFACI 



( vii ) 



PREFACE. 



nr^O Jhock the prejudices of the 
vulgar^ whether learned or 
unlearned^ muji he the lot of every 
-writer, whofe publications are the 
produce of his own thoughts. The 
author, therefore, doubts not, but 
that fome of his fentiments, both 
in the following Difcourfes, and 
in the Notes, will be attacked 
with all the fury of criticifm, 
and reprobated with all the in^ 

dignation. 



vm 
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dignatioii, which arifes from an . 
attachment to generally received 
opinions. To learn, therefore, to 
contemn cenfure, and to be con- 
tented with the confcious reditude 
of his intentions, are as abfo- 
lutely necejfary to kim^ who, amidjt 
the difcordant opinions of man- 
kind, would invariably purfue 
truth, as to him, who, in tJie 
oppofte relations of life, would 
uniformly preferve integrity. And, 
as the author does not fend the 
following Difcourfes into the world 
to add to his own reputation^ 

but 
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hit to impart inJltuEtion to others ; 
— though eniy may hifs, it cannot 
wound : — and even malice will 
be difappointed in the expeElation^ 
of glutting herjelf with another s 
pain. 

If the world will agree to 
allow^ whichj I mufl confefs^ I 
can not conceive it poffible they 
fhould deny, that the example of 
the deceafed ought to be publickly 
known, for the publick benefit^ 
and that this work is calculated 
to promote the caufe of true re- 
ligion, — 
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ligioUy — the author will receive 
the gratification he mojl covets 
from the publication r^as a wri- 
ter ; — and derive even additional 
coThfolation under his lofs^ — as a 
parent. 
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DISCOURSE I. 

The Wisdom of Solomon, 
Chapter iv« Verfes xiii. xiv. 

He being made ferfeB in a Jhort time, 

ftUfilled a long time. For his foui 

pleafei the Lord: therefore ha/led 

he to take him away from among the 

wicked. 

T II 7ERE it poflible, it would not 
^ be important to determine, who 
was the real writer of that excellent 
book, from which I have felefted 
my text. Who he was not, is indeed 
manifeft. For though it bears the 
name of Solomon, it undoubtedly was 

A not 
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not the prodnftip') of thgt. jlluftrious 

monarch. But, however obfcure the 
author himfelf might be, his work 
certainly would not diminifh |^he cele- 
brity of the wife king of Ifrael, but 

might even add new luftre (o his 
fame. For fo excellently does it ex- 
pofe the ahfurdity of Pagan worfhip, 
and fo admirably do^ it difplay the 
power of the true God, and vindicate 
his juftice and goodnefs, in all his dif- 
penlations, that I moft eameftly recom- 
mend the whole of it, to your very 
frequent perufal, and moft attentive 
confideration^ 

In the verfes preceding my text, the 
writer make3 this declaration ; '^ that 

«* the 
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^ the children cf the ungodly fhall 
^ not thrive, but that they ihall be 
^ rooted' out :" He then proceeds to 
vindicate ihe righteous appointment of 
God, ifi fometimes terminating like^ 
wife within a very (hort period, the 
lives even of thofe, who have under- 
ftandtngs foon enlightened with wif- 
dom^ and hearts eariy enriched with 
goodiiefa. 

A fubje6l, which could not fail t<^ 
attract the attentic^ of his readers. 
For what parent or friend is there,, 
who wants not more thsui ordinary 
confolation, when they are lamenting 
the death of* onf, in whom, youth was 
united with piety, and virtue ? And 

A 2 who 
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who that poifefies any of the tender 
feelings of humanity^ — though he be 
no relative nor friend, — can with-hold 
the fympathetic tear, — ^when fuch an 
one finks,— OS it is tenderly, though un- 
juftly called, — ^untimely to the tomb ? 

Youth, manhood, and even old age 
itfelf, beholds one of either fex, when 
advanced in years, borne along to the 
grave, without any addition to the 
regret, which, admiration, gratitude, 
or love for the deceafed^ may infpire. 
On the contrary, upon fiich an event, 
even an alleviation of forrow arifes, 
from the confideration, that God had 
indulged the friends of the deceafed^ 
with fo long a continuance of the 

bleflings 



t.- 
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bleffings^ imparted by the protra6Uon 
of their lives. Piety, therefore, unites 
with gratitude, to recognize in the 
event, the mercy of God; though, 
humanity drops tears of affection upon 
the bier. We coniider their decline, 
and at length, our total deprivation of 
them, in f(»newhat a fimilar point of 
view, with that of the declenfion of the 
fun, at the clofe of a delightful day, 
in autumn, or in winter. Being led 
by a knowledge of the courfe of nature 
previoufly to exped it, we acquiefce 
in the event, as part of the regular 
adminiftration of an ail-gracious Pro- 
vidence. 

But, when we fee^ any one cut off 

by 



1 
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by a fudden difcafe^ in all the purple 
bloom of youths — the fenfation- wc 
experience, — though much ftronger in 
degretj is fimilar in kind,*^ — ^to that we 
feel,;'— *when having beheld the fpring 
diffufing verdure over the ground,— 4. 
opening the bud of every tree and 
flower,— ^md adorning the whole face 
of nature, with one beauteous blufh 
of variegated bloom, — ^we alfo fee it 
fuddenly blighted by a .bitter blaft ;~- 
which at once not only withers all it's 
beauty, but deftroys all our hopes of 
future comfort. . Of that comfort, we 
had reafon to expert, and which we 
fondly flattered ourfelves we flaould 
^njoy, — from the fruits, — fummer 
would bring forthi and autumn would 
mature. As 
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As the poignancy -of bur difappoint- 
ments, is always in proportion to the 
ardour of our hopes, we feem to be 
defrauded of tha^ to which we fancied 
we had a right; and are ready te 
arraign the juftice of Providence^ it 
only mocking us, as it were, with the 
proijped of bleflings, he did not mean 
we fliould enjoy. We almoft cdnfider 
God, as interrupting the ufual bene- 
volent courfe of nature, and as exerting 
an extraordinary power, for no other 
purpofe, but to thwart our wifhes, and 

fruftrate our expeflations. 

Such are too frequently, the firft 
Pa G A N reflexions of our fouls. But 
if we will attend to the author of the 

Book 
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Book of Wifdom, h e will foon teach 
Us to difcard fuch folly. 

The confolation h e imparts to all, 
whofe fouls are oppreffed with grief, 
for the lofs of a child, — adorned with 
every outward accomplilhment, — ^and 
refulgent with every mental grace, — 
tnufi have been peculiarly accept- 
able to the Jews. For they, having 
the knowledge of a future ftate only 
very darkly fliadowed forth to them, 
looked more particularly for the re- 
ward of their virtue, in the enjoyment 
of worldly bleflings ; and the punifh- 
ment of their crimes in the fufferance 
of temporal calamities. 

Thefe 
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^ Thefe indeed^ were the only al- 
lurements to obedience, and deter- 
ments from difobedience, which were 

PLAINLY and IMMEDIATELY PRO- 
MULGATED to them by God himfelf. 
This is manifeft, even from the ten 
commandments. For in the fifth, (which 
from our tranflators miftake of the 
meaning of the apoftle, is erroneoufly 
called, the firft commandment with 
promife) children were enjoined, '* to 
** honour their fathers and their mo- 
** thers, that their days might be long 
" in the land, which the Lord their 
" God had given them".* 

B Num- 

* It appears wonderful, that the tranflators fliould 
have thus rendered the words of St. Paul, in the fixth 

chap* 



\ 
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Niimberlefs other paflages might be 
^u5t^d from the Old T^stamenti 

ill 



chapter of the Ephefians, when it mud have heen 
Evident 4t> them, that by fo doing, they made ihe 
^fMc iflert, what was not true. For (he second 
commandment was certainly thc^rfi, mtk p R o m i s E« 
iuad thcifefore, thoiigh the fifth might be the chief, 
it could not be the fiKst* This alteration ia the 
tranflation will^ then, at once vindicate the apoflle. 
But could I produce any decifive authorities, in thit 
cafe, for pUcii^ the pnepbfition in Greek, betwdfti 
the adjeBive and fubflantive, I (hould fiill prefer 
another tranfiation. The tranflators have themfelves, 
ito the firb chapter df the firft epiftle of St. Joha, at 
the fifth verfe, rendered the fame word, mess agi^ 
which, in the Ephefians, they rendered, promise. 
And certainly, the laws bf the two tables, 
which Mofes brought from God, are very properly 
called, the firft meflage, or declaration, from God. 
But, the word, likewife, (ignifies mandate, order, or 
lemndmi, from a lawv-giver, Or iny petfon in authority* 
tlMr^foity in this ptitge, ia the Ephefians, the 

apoftle. 
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m \vMchy length of days, and a mul- 
titude of children, u>ere either confix 

B z dered 



apoftfe, aftet this exhortation, ** Children^ o6ey your 
^ fven^ in, tk Laird^ fi^' tkk is right'!* quotes the 
commandment, " Honour tfy fitker^ and th^ mfijj^l^ 
and then fays, if 

Tpwry may refer to ^o^yiiix^ 

as the following words might he tranflated, " whk,h 
^ is a prMpt^ in tkt Jtrji. comsneMd^-n^ag manddU^ 

The apoflle, indeed, fuhjoins the promife, which 
was annexed to the keeping of this commandment, hy 
t^ Jim* Not, however, (as I believe the learned and 
iagiaitoiis Samuel CUrk has before obfierved) with a 
dpfigii lo induce C^f^iofif to hope for the fame reward; 
bii^ merely for the (ake of fliewing the aitihonty, upon 
whi€h> the precept was foui|dcd| by qifoling the whole 
^ i( from U^ Peci^HQ, 

If any one dill choofe to render the GFeek yf^M^ 
by thi Englifii- wcm;4» prpfi^fi^r-^hll will i|iUv vindi* 
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dered, or even promifed, as the reward 
of thofe, who obeyed the precepts of 
their law-giver. And therefore, Solo- 
mon in his Proverbs, fpeaking of wif- 
dom, defcribes her, bearing length of 
days in her right hand, as the greateft 
of all human bleffings ; and the infe- 
rior gifts, riches and honours, in her 
left. To the Jews, therefore, an early 
death muft have appeared^ not only 

as 



cate St. Paul, eTcn if mj conje6tura! con(lni6Hon of 
the fentence may be admitted. It will then ftand thus, 
*' tokidi is a commandment^ in tke Jirfi (or firmer) pro* 
" ndft^^ The apoftle calling the Mofaic Rwtlatim the 
FORMER, and the Christian the lattbr, 
PROM I SB* For the fame word is in the fecond 
chapter of the A6b of the Apofiles, and the thirty- 
ninth verfe, applied to the new difpenfation, which 
St. Paul, according to this interpretation, in the 
Ephefians, refi;n to the old* 
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as a puniihment^ but for that reafon^ 
as a proof likewife, either of parti- 
cular undutifulnefs to parents, or of 
general impiety towards God, 

There may, perhaps, be fome like- 
wife amongft us, who have their minds 
tindured with a faint belief of the 
fame opinion ; bccaufe they have 
never confidered, or at leaft, not 
maturely weighed, the different na- 
tures of the promifes, made in the 
Mofaic, and in the Chriftian difpen-' 

fations.t 

Neither 



f It IS by no means intended in this place, to 
adopt, and difleminate the notioiis of Bi/kop Warburton^ 
upon this fubje£l. The author's own fentiments, upoa 
that pointy are well known to the literal y world, by 

hi& 
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Neither does time permit, nor cbe» 
my fubjeft require rae, to enfcep %t 
prefent, into a full explanation^ of the 
fpecific differences, in the two infti-^ 
tutions. Let it fuffice only to obferve, 

that, 



his " Letter to the Bi/kop of Gloctjkri* in which, the 
whole of the Bifhop's vifionaiy, though fplendi^ 
edifice, is overturned firom the foundation. And of 
which, a new edition is intended to he publilhed, 
when the new edition of his Lordihip-H Work& Ihail 
be ulhered into the world. That the Qld Teftament 
did contain a difcovery of a future (late, our Saviour 
has himfelf declared, from whofe authority there caa 
be no appeal ; and he has accufed all who hold tho 
contrary opinion, as ernng '^ becaufe they know not' 
*' tht Scriptures,^* The reafon why fuch a doflnne 
was not made the fan3ion to their laws, may be feen 
in the author's Commencement Sermon, befoie the 
Univerfity of Capibridge, entitled, " Tha necefity cmi 
truth of the thrsb prin<:ipal revela- 
tions demmJtraUd^ from the gradations qffcioice^ 
'^ gnd the ptogrtfs of the menuU faculties.^* 
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flmt temporal rewards and puniihments 
were individually the fan&ions of the 
Jewifh laws, fo long as that people 
retained any national obedience^ t6 
their king and law-giver, fiut when 
they had degenerated into an almoft 
total forgetfulnefs of h i m, then ceafed 
ail their temporalprofperity, both col*- 
leftively and individually; and they 
ferved but for plunder, and for a prey 
to the neighbouring nations. Tempo'- 
RAL HAPPINESS, therefore, being no 
longer, the neceflary confcquence of 
niGHTEousNEss, to a member of thc 
Jewifh ftate, fome of them, began more 
t-lofely to attend to the intimations, 
their fcriptures contained, of a fu* 
Tu R £. St AT E ; and looked upon death, 

as 
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as the greateft bleffing, in giving reft 
from prefent trouble, and fecurity 
againft impending danger. 'Till at 
length, the meafure of their iniquities 
being full, their ftate was deftroyed ; 
and it's difperfed individuals remain a 
more ftriking evidence of the truth of 
Chriftianity, by their stubborn in- 
fidelity, than the whole united na- 
tion could have exhibited, by an 

IMMEDIATE CONVERSION. 

The author of the Book of Wifdom, 
being one of thofe, who lived in the 
latter times of the Jewifh monarchy, 
had therefore, for the reafon juft af- 
figned, and by means likewife of the 
writings of the latter prophets, his mind 

more 



tbbte brighUy iifadiated with the no- 
tion o^ a fixiutt ftate, thait thofe who 
lived in thci earlier times of the theo- 
tfklty. He therefore, is fully able to 
difpK^l ill th* raifts of erfor, in which 
the early death 6f the righteous is in- 
volved ; and to enable us to fee this 
objed with clearnefs^ and to (ketch 
outit'4 diiMnlions in their full pro- 
portions. 

To pre^re the way for the fecep-^ 
tion of the trutb^ the writer hieant 
to exhibit^ and the con rotation hd 
intended to impart; be begins tb£ 
foregoing chapter, with obferving iA 
general, " that the fouls of the righ- 
'* i^ons Btt in the hand of God^ ind 

c " there 
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" there ihall be no torment touch 
** them. That in the fight of the un- 
wife, they feemed to die, and their 
departure is taken for mifery : And 
their going frpm us utter deftruc- 
tion ; — but, they are in peace. For 
" though they be punilhed in the fight 
** (or imagination) of men; — ^yet is 
" their hope full of immortality." 

When the author comes, therefore, 
to the fubjeQ: of the fecond chapter, 
from which, my text is taken, — he in- 
troduces it, by faying ; — " Better is it 
'* to have no children, and to have vir- 
" tue ; for the memorial thereof is 
** immortal : becaufe it is known with 
** God, and with men. When it is 

** prefent. 
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" prefent, men take example at it ; 
** and when it is gone, they defire it : 
** it weareth a crown, and triumpheth 
" for ever, having gotten the viftory, 
" ftriving for undefiled rewards. " 
Then, after a declaration, that the 
multiplying brood of the ungodly fhall 
not thrive, he fays, ** But, though the 
** rightcous^ be prevented with death, 
** yet, fliall he be in reft." 

He next proceeds, to reftify the 
miftake, — ^which men entertain con- 
cerning length of days, and the true 
honour of human life. For, fays he 
" honourable age, is not that which 
" ftandeth in length of timey nor that, 
^* which is meafured by ^ number of 

c 2 ** years. 
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" yea,rs. l^i^t^ mjdm^ is the gr^y hsir 
*^ untp mea, ^n4 ^ mfpottcd lijt^ is 
*^ o/i a^ 4." Teaching us, — that length 
gf days is only v^uablfi^ as means 
afforded us^ oli improving in wifidom, 
(i. €. religion) for that is the only 
ceift^n wifdom ; and that \jrhoevpr^ of 
either fex^ has already acquired that 
bieffing, »^ has, «— however young, i — 
likewife attained to old ag«. 

An aflertion, which 4oes not more 
arreft our attention, by the fpirit of 
the expreffion, than it approver itfelf 
to our reafon, by the force of it's truth. 
Becaufe, it is isvident, that (uch a 
perfon is already pofifefled of the only 
tnd, 4o the individual, for which old 

age 



f%^ h Sy^^^» ^^d ^1 thp fapnour and 
h^IHpin?^^ ?^ human being can squire. 

WhfU Aich a^ one, theirefpre, dies, 
^ yriter tells us, " \^q pkajed God, 
•^ Ao4 wa^ B£|.ovEJO of him ; fp that 
*^ living amongft tnpers, he w^s tranfi 
^^ iU^* Y^a, fpeedily was he tal^en 
*^ ^^9(y, led th$Lt wickednefs fho^ld 
'^ alt^r his undsrftahding, or d^freit 
i« ^egiiile b}s foul. For the b^witch- 
" ing of i^aughtin^fs, doth pbfcure 
** things that are honeft ; and the 
<« wandering of cpncupifcence, dpth 
f^ undermine, (pr pervert) the fimplc, 
f* or pure mind/' 

Thus does this wife man compare 

one 



M 
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one who dies in youth, but who has 
acquired all the true wifdom of age, 
to Enoch. Who (as Mofes tells us) 
" walked with God, and he was not, 
" for God took him/' Or, as the 
apoftle to the Hebrews, afterwards 
more fully informed us ; ** by faiths 
^* Enoch was tranjlated^ that he ihould 
" not fee death ; and was not found, 
" becaufe God had tranjlated him : for, 
" before his tranflation, he had this 
" teftimony, — that he phafed God." 



The obfervations of the author of 
the Book of Wifdom, are likewife, in 
this place, a comment upon the words 
of Ifaiah. — ** The righteous perifheth, 
^ and no man layeth it to heart : and 

** mer- 
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" merciful men (or as the margin has 
** it, men of kindnefs or godlinefs) are 
" taken away ; none confidering, that 
V the, righteous is taken ^way from th§ 
'/ evil to come." 

H« does not, however, by any 
means, confine the benefit accruing to 
the righteous, by death, to the fingle 
circumftapce, which feemed alone to 
be within the view; of the Prophet, 
For, this feems to have been only, their 
deliverance from thoje calamities, which 
God, in his juft vengeance, brings up- 
on a (inful nation. But, the former 
confiders it as a blefling, not only in 
this light, but likewife, as it fecures 
the perfon from every poffibility of 

future 
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future deViatioifi iirto M. Wli^flier 

fU€h dangef might havd arifeiv, either 

firofti toy irileriial ^tf of, or fHoHi the 

S^l^rha! enticements ahd (mi*^,- of 

cunning and wicked merk Nsky^ he 

even feems ftill further, to fuggejl at 

leaft,-^-^hal the <)^rations of flial Very 

f)affi6ri,-^to which ve o1/»re, dl fhofi 

tender charities— ^vhich blelid in oni 

fo6mttK)h unioiij aJl the deaf fektiVe^ 

of lifei^-4iufl>knd tod \^ife,-^^^^pafelrt 

arid childj-^brbther and fifter,---^-4night 

|x)flibly have perverted theif judgiMentj 

and undermirted « their virlaev Thi* 

effeft might, ^rhaps, h^ve Irifeil, from 

fufFering one firigle duty to extend 

beyond h's juft limits^ ind pehntttihg 

cme {>afti^l afFeStion i» occupy tod 

large 
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large n portion of the heart. For, the^ 
one, muft neceflkrily weaken piety 
towards God, and the other, circum- 
ktibt benevolence towards man. 

But, he proceeds to obfcrve, in the 
words of my text, that, " He being 
" made ferfeSi, or fanHified, in a (hort 
^ time, fulfilled a long time. For, his 
** foul pUafed the Lord : therefore 
^ hajlci he to take him away from 
" among the wicked." 

This affertion, thus delivered by the 
author of the book of Wifdom, when 
developed, is found to contain the 
fidllawing declaration : *— That God 
taketh away the righteous^ — not only,— 

D that 
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that they may not be involved in one 
general calamity with the wicked, — 
but likewife, that their innocence may 
not fall a prey to thofe fnares, in which 
the GUILTY endeavour to entangle the 
GOOD ; — nor undergo thofe fufFerings, 
which VIRTUE muft frequently fuftain 
in this world, from the prevalence of 
VICE. For, — ^what^ piety is there 
towards God, — ^however fincere ; — and 
what BENEVOLENCE towards man, — 
however unbounded ;— ^which does not 
feel, whilft on earthy — fome pangs, — 
from the mifreprefentations of self- 
interest, — the violence of impla- 
cABiLiTY, — the underminings of 
envy, — and the machinations of 

MALICE. 

But, 
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But, fays the wife man, " this the 
" people faw, and underftood it not, 
'* neither laid they up this in their 
" minds. That his grace and mercy 
" is with his faints, and that he have 
" reJpeSl for his chofen." Or as he ob- 
ferves, in the next chapter ; — " How 
" he is numbered among the children 
" of God, and his lot is among the 
'' faints." 

For want of fuch a confideration, it 

is no wonder, that parents were obliged 

to fuftain the afflifting lofs of fuch 

excellent children, without one ray 

of confolation ; and that they even 

pafled fentence upon the decrees of 

the Almighty, without one gleam of 

vifdom. How 

D 2 
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How pitiable wa£ fuch ignorance ! 
becaufe, how laottentable^ as wei) as 
abfufdi were the opinions^ which 
fprung out of ii f-^-Such I have before 
catted Paoan rHot/OHrdi and fo 
were they rightly denominated. 

For, turn to the writings of fomc of 
the wifeft heathen authors, and then 
determine, — ^whether, upon fuch occa- 
fions, they can fupply you with a 
refleftion, which can afford comfort to 
a rational being. 

Search, for inftance, the works of 
one of the moft illuftrious Romansj^ — 
who was verled in all the learning and 
philofopby of the Greeks, and an 

enthu- 
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tothttfiaftic admirer of Socrates and 
Plato, — by far the wifeft of all the 
ancient philofophers. 

See his folitary meditations, whilft 
harraficd with pain, for the lofs of his 
daughter. •— Attend to the attempt 
made to comfort him by a friend. A 
friend,— *for whofe underftanding, he 
exprefled the greateft veneration, and 
to whofe confolations, he acknow- 
ledged himfelf to be highly obliged. 

At the profpeft of obtaining, under 
fimilar circumftances, fuch comfort, 
— ^from advice given by one fo fage, — 
and received . by one fo learnedjj — 
whofe heart would not fwell with hope> 

and 
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and whofe breaft would not expand 
with expe6lation ? 

But, how inftantly, will his ardour 
be damped, and his confidence be re- 
preffed ; — when he difcover the pitiful, 
and ufelefs fource, from which, — the 
admonition of the advifing friend took 
it's origin, which was to fupply confo- 
lation to the afflicted father. 

Can he forbear to fufpeft, — that 
there was an intention of an infult on 
his underftanding, — or of a mockery 
of bis woe, — when he find the monitor 
of this great man, — in laboured fen- 
tences, and with an affumed air of the 
moft folemn gravity, — telling him,— 

" that 
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** that he ought to fupprefs his mur- 
" murs, as unreafonable,— for the lofs 
** of a creature of fo fhort-lived a fpe- 
" cies as woman ; — ^becaufe, — fo many 
" great and glorious cities, — though 
" they were formed for fo much longer 
" duration^ — were, — notwithftanding, 
** — tumbled into ruins." * 



* Had Tullia's life been as long, as the duration 
of mod cities, and her father had fiill lamented her 
death ; there would have been fome fhadow of 
common fenfe, in his friend, Sulpicius's obfervation. 
If likewife, the caufe of Cicero's lamentation for 
his daughter, had been,-»that fhe did not live for 
ever on earth,—- another of his obfervations, (" that 
" if Tullia had not died when (he did, yet 'ihe 
" muft certainly have died in no long fpace of time 
" afterwards,'*} would not have been wholly im- 
pertinent. But, as the real caufe of Cicero's grief, 
was, becaufe his daughter did not reach the ufual 
period of human life, and that during the courfe 

of 
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left fufficient attention to the niind» to 
derive comfort from fuch a fource. 
You will, however, difcover him alle- 
viating his fbrrow, likewifc, by the 
hope of immortality. — ^This, indeed, it 
worthy of your notice. — But, examine 
more accurately, — and you will find, 
—that this was not an immortality of 
exiftence in a future date of happinefs, 
—but the inconfiftent hope, of an im- 
mortality of fame, to be derived from 
the writings he fliould leave behind 
him, in this perifliable world. — ^This 
idea, incongruous as it is, — being the 
only notion he feemed to entertain of 
any immortality. He neither knew,— 
nor did he feck for further comfort ; 
—though the light of Chriftianity, had 

then 
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t&en for (bme time illuminated the 
worlds 

« 

But ftiU, fuch ignorance^ it may be 
iurged> kovever lamehtablei might cer«> 
tafinly be very pardonable. For tt 
might not proceed from any inten* 
tional negled:, — to enquire^ but, from 
the unavoidable want of of^portunity. 



This apology, however, can not be 
admitted* 

For his very office afforded him 
Qccafion for an inveftigation of the 
principles of Chriftianity, and his duty 
alfa called upcm him to ittaJie ic. Yet 

£ f^ not 
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not even the fortitude^ with which^ he 
faw Chriftian principles enable two 
women to fupport all the agonies of 
torture, could induce him to enquire 
into the caufe, by which it produced 
fo noble an efFeft. But, he contented 
himfelf, with relating thofe fufFerings 
without remorfe, which he had caufed 
to be inflided without pity. The cru- 
elty of the experiment, indeed, ferved 
ftill further to confirm his belief of 
the PIETY,— *(which this enlightened 
worfliipper of the image of Trajan 
called Superstition) and likewife 
of the PURITY,— of the followers of 
Chrift,— of which he had before fuffi- 
eient reafon to be perfuaded. But, 
notwithftanding this convi£Uoti>-r^this 

•^ wife 
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wiie man was fo content with his igno- 
irancp, that he had no further curiofity 
to examine the foil^ nor to enquire 
into the culture,— 7-which were requifite 
to the produftion of fuch excellent 
fruits of — Innocence, — Patience, — 
.Devotion, — ^and Benevolence, 

How infinitely more happy would 
thefe ; elegant writers have really been, 
— ev;en . if they had facrificed fome 
portion -of their eloquence to the ac- 
quifition. of the wifdom, the author of 
the Book of Wifdom could have com-» 
municajted ; — and exchanged their 
hope of immortal fame, — ^for the im- 
mortal confolation, — ^he could have 
imparted* He could have poured oil 

into 
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into their wf)uiuts^ which would have 
afiiiaged the anguifli of their pain, and 
which would likeWile have cabned the 
moil tumidiaous a^tatioDs of their 
breaft*^ 

fiut^ aias I bad fuch wifdom^ and 
fuch confolation been offered, they 
%re>ald not have been accepted; The 
writer was a Jew.-*- And as ia the 
haughtinefs of their felf-fufficicncy,— 
thefe Lords of human kind,-— ^looked 
down upon the whole nation with con« 
tempt ; they would have r 
both the author, a»d his writings^ 
with the moft fcornful difdain« 

' But hov much does the knowledge 

of 



DISCOURSE I, 41 

of' the del^fed Jew, — ^who drtok of 
the living wid/tn of Revelation ; ex-: 
ceed the wifdom,— of the proudeft^ 
nay, even of the profoundeft Philo- 
fopher, — ^who had drunk deepeft of 
the Pierian Ijpn^JS' 

Yet^ ignorant as thefe men were, of 
a ^tiune ftate^ and miferable therefore^ 
as they were, from that ignoroncc,-— 
that being the great end of all our 
a£Uons, — ^and the great fource of con- 
folation, under all our prefcnt afflic* 
tions, — thefe are the men, who thought 
themfelvcs raoft wife, — and are ftill 
generally thought fo by others. Youth 
are inftrud^d to look up to them, as 
the great luminaries of knowledge, 

and 
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and direded to fearch their works, 

night and day, as the grand repofitories 

of wifdom.* 

But 



* See Cic. Epift. ad Familiares, I. 4, ep. 5, 
apud Elzev. Quint. Inftitut. 1. 6. in Proaem. £d. 
Roll. Plin. £p. L 8, ep. 19* 1. 9, ep. 3. & 1. 10, 
ep. 97. £d. Glafg. See alfo Pliny's beautiful Epiftle 
to Marcellinus, (beautiful as to language) in which 
he gives an account of the death of Fundanos's 
daughter. L. 5* ep. i6« 

As there are certainly Bigots in Learning, 
as well as in Religion, the author apprehends, 
that he fhall fubje£l himfelf to no little feverity of 
cenfure, for the freedom with which he has treated 
thefe claflic writers, whom he admires for their ele- 
gance, but whom he can not refpeft for their ret- 
foning. And he muft take leave to afk, whether 
it does not probably arife from the undiftinguifhing 
admiration, (in which boys are educated) of the 
fentiments, as well as language of fuch writers, that 
in their more advanced years, they miftake,— fine 

SENTENCES for WISE OMI8,— -OF IN IONS 

for 
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BvXt in reference only toaFUTURS 
STATE, the obfervation of one of our 
poets and divines^ is ftrifily true. 
** That even as wise as Socrates, 
*' might juftly ftand as the definitiofi 
" of a modem fool."t In every other 
refpeft, indeed, happy would it be for 

F them- 



for |LNOWLIDCE«— LEARKIMG for WISDOM^ 
—AUTHORITY for ARGUME NT,— and MEMO- 
RY for JUDGMENT? Is not this the caufe, 
^at they are xnore delighted with the numerous 
fpawQ of a MULTIFARIOUS R E AD 1 N G,— than 
the vigorous offspring of a piercing intel- 
lect^? Docs it not firom hence proceed, that 
they even value more highly, that groveling fight^- 
—which wren-like, perceives thofe obje£is only, 
which are moft obvious to the view,— than the 
eagle-ken,— which in it*s daring flights,— pafling the 
old,— difcover,— new boundaries of fcience. 

t &e Or. Young's Night-Thoughts, Nig^t the 4tfa« 
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themfelvcs, and the world, if thofe, 
who think themfelves modern philo- 
fophers, would adopt, — that cautious 
affent to every propofition, — and anx- 
ious inquiry after truth, — which fo 
eminently diftinguifh the fagacious, yet 
humble Socrates, — and can alone 

COnduftuStO REAL KNOWLEDGE. For, 

pitiable indeed is their ftate of mind, 
who rather emulate that greedy appe- 
tite for every opinion, and imitate 
that dogmatic affertion upon points 
w^hich they have never examined, — 
which were the charafteriftics of the 
inflated, yet infolent sophists; — and 
which muft always inevitably termi- 
nate only, — in a conceited igno- 
rance. The latter, with the dazzling, 

but 
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but evaiiefcent glare of meteors^ did 
but miflead the fteps of the unwary 
traveller, into the abyfs of folly. 
But, the former, with his fteady, and 
all-penetrating rays, like thofe of the 
fun, condufted the cautious inquirer 
along the path, which leads to true 

WISDOM.* F 2 All 



* Let not however the reader imagine, that h Is 
the intention of the author to deny, that Heathen 
writers had any glimpfe of a future ftate. They 
all, no douht, could upon any occafion, which had 
called for a difpkiy of their ulents upon fuch a 
fubje^ have faid many fine things upon it. Who 
knows not that Plato and Tully have T How far 
their knowledge may have reached, will be (hown 
in a future work,— meant to be entitled. All M< 
Evidences o/" Revelation, tvhicA are to 6e 
drawn from, an Investigation of the hu- 
man Mind. Enough has been already faid to 
fliow, it was not, at leaft, one of their fources of 
coofolation, under the loft of childien, or of friends* 



I 
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AU which unaffified reafon could 
difcern of a future ftate,-— this pro^ 
foundeft philofopher of antiquity, did 
difcover. B^t^ in vam {hall we go to 
him, for a never-failing confolation to 
our grief. Let us rather turn to one, 
who, by the aid of Revelation, can 
afford furer comfort. One, who^ 
though a mere Jew, was wifer than 
the wifeft of the Greeks. 

Let us once admit with this wife 
aian, — not only as a point of specu- 
lation,^ — hut likewife^ as a princi- 
ple of PRACTICE,-— that there is a 
life after this : — a difcovery, — to 
which he was led, only by a faint and 
glimmering ray, — but which is now 

to 
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to us fiilly brouglit to light by the 
goipet ;— then,^ — ^how do the clouds of 
forroW begin to difEpaic !-— Then,— i» 
how very diiFercnt a point of vi^w,— ^ 
do W€ behold the death of one^ linked 
to u« by the ties of friendfeip,— or 
even by the united bands of naturc^i 
as well as of affeftion. Even of one, 
who, in early youth, had acquired 
all the perfeftion, which the extremeft 
6Jd age can poffibly attain ! How very 
different are the refleftions to which it 
gives birth, and the fenfations which it 
imparts ! How reconcileable does the 
event then become with the goodneft 
of God, and how confolatory to the 
weaknefs of man ! 

For theii it appeals, that thofe of 



I 
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either fex, who die in the bloom of 
youth, matured in every habit of piety 
and virtue, — are fo far from being 
untimely fnatched away, as fome pro- 
fanely talk, — ^that they are removed 
from .earth, — becaufe, — they are the 
peculiar favourites of heaven. 

It then appears, it is for our/elves, 
not them, we ought to grieve; not^ 
howeyer, according to the well-known 
expreffion, even common, and there- 
fore thought vulgar amongft Chrijlians, 
— ^merely, becaufe our lofs is their 
gain; — ^but, becaufe their trial is com- 
pleted, and we are not yet perfcQ^ 

For can we lament death, as the 
moft dreadful calamity to them^ to 



DISCOURSE I. 49 

whom it is in reality the higheft blef- 
fiiig ? Shall we, if 'we love them, 
grieve that they are removed from 
all further poffibility of mifery, to 
everlafting happinefs ? Shall we make 
their virtues, — ^which are the founda- 
tion of their blifs, — ^the occafion of 
our mourmng ? — And fhall we impi- 
oufly accufe God of unkindnefs ;— 
becaufe he loves, and early rewards 
that perfeftion,— -on which we doated ; 
— but which we had it not in our 
power, to blefs according to it's merit ? 

No. Let us rather bend in humble 
thankfulnefs to God, for his goodneft, 
— in fecuring to them never-ending 
happinefs; — and in vouchfafing them 

to 
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to be the means to us, — of the moft 
precious inftru^iions. 

To our thankfgiving, let us join 
fervent fupplication, that we too may 
live the life, and die the death of the 
righteous ; and that our latter endj 
may be like their 's. 

What other behaviour can poiSbly 
become as upon fuch an occafion ? 

For, is there a parent, — z, Chriftian 
parent, I mean, — fo totally unaccuf- 
tomed to all meditation on the joys 
p»mifed to the righteous in heaven, 
—that he would wifli a darling child 
to return from the fruition of fuch 

hap- 
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happinefs, — to the participation of 
even . the higheft degree of virtuous 
blifs, — which it is poffible to enjoy 
on earth ? 

No. Forbid it piety ! Forbid it 
affeftion ! 

Rather let parents fhow their love to 
their deceafed children, — ^by a&ing in 
fuch a manner, — ^as will moft furely 
engage the continuance of their chil- 
dren's love to them, even now they are 
removed to the manfions of eternal 
reft. Let them, as the moft cffeflual 
means to this end, afpire to the attain- 
ment of that perfeftion, of which their 
angel children are receiving the re- 

G ward. 
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ward. Let them fo afliinikte thiffi- 
feives to them in purity here,— -thjft 
they m^y likewife, ** come hereafter 
to the heavenly Jerufalem, and aft 
innumerable company of angels ; 
to the general aflembly, and church 
of the firft born, which are written 
in heaven ; and to God the judge 
^ of all; and to the fpirits of juft 
** men made perfeft; and to Jefus 
" the mediator of a new covenant." 

And oh !— if they may,-— ^without 
deceiving ihcilifelves, — indulge the 
elevating hope, — ^that they were,*— 
under Provideftce,*-*"thc happy, though 
humble inftruments, of firft direfting 
the attention of a child whilft on 

earth. 
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earthy— -to thofc principles and baklnts, 
*-4)y wbicb^ — ^with Opd'a grace^f-^anut 
her own unremitting endeavours^-^ 
Ihe {o early attained to perfe&ionf^ 
and is now exalted in heaven i^^how 
much muft their grief for the tempo- 
rary lofs of her ft)ciety, be abfofded 
in the felf-gratuIati^M^--^wliich th^ 
thought exciter* 

How much muft it likewi(e invi^ 
goiate tbeif cndc^voMtsy — to train v^ 
in the iame patb>"^th€ r^ll of tb^ 
children cona^mtt^d . t<> their care j-*^ 
that they may render them lifeewifit^ 
patterns^ of perfc^ioj^ -^— aifid fo bt-^ 
come the inftiij»nentj»' of ftiil farther 
bkflingi» to mufikind p-^How mugh 

c 2 prefent 
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prefent happinefs muft it afford them, 
to think, — that they are fo nurturing 
their family on earth, — as to ren- 
der it, a little seminary, for fur- 
nishing INHABITANTS tO HEAVEN ? 

With what joy, may they then look 
forward to their own departure, for 
that bleffed region, — ^where they will 
be fure of meeting thofe beloved ob- 
jefts, — they have fent before them, 
and receive thofe, which are to follow 
them ? — With what ecftacy, will fuch 
parents and fuch children, — fuch bro- 
thers and fuch fitters, — welcome each 
other to the celeftial abodes ? How 
rapturoufly will they enfold each oth^r, 
in the warm embrace of love and 

gra- 
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gratitude ? — Of gratitude, which muft' 
fpring from the fenfc of the mutual 
aid and afliflance, and of the mutual 
happinefs they have imparted to each 
other. — Of love, — ^which, perfeftion 
muft reciprocally kindle, towards per- 
feftion. — With what fervency of de- 
votion, will they approach the prefence 
of their Father, Redeemer, and 
Sanctifier, who has thus united 
them to each other, — never again to 
be feparated, nor to know forrow, or 
pain, any more, — through all the end- 
lefs ages of eternity ? 

This thought, — ^like the mid-day 
fun, bu riling through a cloud, and 
exhaling every vapour ; — ^muft at once 

difperfe 
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difpcrfe their tears, and difFufe joy 
and gladnefs through their hearts* 
For what hope can be fb elevating ? 
What truft fo gkdfome ?— »-as that of 
being partakers with thofe we beft 
love, of an uninterrupted felicity, in 
a ftate of eternal exiftence,— What 
aflbciation can be fo perfeft ? What 
union fo delightful ?-^^$ fonrnr^g with 
thofe moft dear to us,-— a part of the 
fariiily in heaven, — ^who are permilted 
to live in the contiiiual prefence of 
their Father and our Father^ — of 
their God and our God? 

If, whilft walking in thb land of 
&adows, — we can thtis keep the eye 
of FAITH ftedtaftly fixed upon the 

city 
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city of the living God,— and looking 
up to our dq>anted children,*-*we can 
efteem tfaem, — as th6 beft treafurep 
we have hitherto there laid up ;— and 
make them, as ic were^^^the hoftages 
iDf our own future perfeverance in 
tmfpotted holinefs ;— though we m^y 
ibm^times drop an involuntary tear,-*- 
or breathe a momentary figh. — Yet 
will OUR. HEARTS bc thtve alfo. We 
&ail then confider that fpace of life, 
which may ftiU remain to us,-— only 
«s a fluMt and narrow ^yZAwww,— which 
joinft this world t3 the next. We fhall 
indeed ibmetimes look back with 
)BmKiety, to fee whether thofe children 
we leave behind, are following us, 
though with flow, yet fteady . fteps, 

through 
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through the ftorms and tempefts they 
have to encounter, amidft the perpe- 
tual changes of this Jublunary atmof- 
fhere. But, we ftiall prefs forward 
with increafing ardour, towards that 
happy region, which fome of our 
children have reached before us; — 
where, — " God will wipe all tears from 
" our eyes," where, . " all things are 
*' 7iexu ;" — to live for ever united in 
that bleffcd " aVy," the heart of man 
can not conceive, — " which has no need 
of the SUN, neither of the moon, to 
Jhine in it,— for Me glory of God 
ENLIGHTENS IT, and the LAMB is 
the LIGHT thereof for there fhall be 
*^ no NIGHT there** 

Such 
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. Sti^h are the tanfolmoM, whkh 
may irradiate the minds, even of pa^ 
rcnti ilietttf€lveft,-*-'When they feel the 
pangs,-**^hich nature^— hnmali nature 
muft feel, feir the lofs oiF thofe,— v^hd 
being «iade perfe^ in a (hort time, 
^^fulfitled a long time. Such i^ the 
comfoit,— *which muft neceffarily arife 
from the confideration, — that their 
children pleafed the Lord, and there^ 
fore he hafted to take them away. 

But let others likewife, diligently 
atietid to the MEANS,*— by which thiy 
may be made perfeft, and (a pleafe 
the Lord. 

To thb purpofe, iet mefirft addrefft 

H the 
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the young, — ^whofe morning of life i* 
not perhaps even fo far advanced as 
her's, — in whofe conduft they had the 
happinefs, fo lately to behold, — ^ 
complete model of living perfe6lion. 
Let me befeech them, to employ iajl 
the a&ivity of their minds, and to 
exert all the energies of their nature, 
— ^in endeavouring, to transfufe a copy 
of that model,— into their own lives. 

Let me exhort and intreat thofe 
likewife, who are already advanced 
into the evening of life, whofe day 
is far fpent, — to be devoutly thankful, 
'• — that fo long a time has been ^allotted 
them, by an all-gracious Providence ; 
who is willing that all ihould repent, 

•"—and 
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-r-and ** come in , the. unity of the 
" faith unto a perfeft man, unto the 
" meaiure of the ftaturc of the f\x\U 
^* nefs of Chrift." Let me befeecb 
them, -to roufe themfelves , from the 
torpor which creeps upon them, and 
to attend to the means, by which 
fuch perfcftion may be attained ; be- 
fore, they fink into the flumber, of 
eternal reft. Let me befeech them to 
complete their labour, whilft the day 
lafts ; left the night, which ought to^ 
have been fo long expefted, (hoiild* 
even at length, conie unexpeftedly' 
upon them, and in which they will* 
be no longer able to work; and all 
further' device, wifdom, and know- 
ledge,— r will be of no avail. 

HZ Thefe 



I 
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Thisfe Mj^ANi, with the aid of 
Cod'9 grapt^ I intend to point out 
to you in my next diicourfe^ not only 
iiom PHECSPT^ but likcwife from the 

M>KAii}fhtf of that BLESSID SIIRXT,--*' 

vhQ Utely depitrted from amongft us. 

. In th^ mean time, let me befeech 
illl of yoUt my brethren, deeply to 
iiidprint upon your memories •^ the 
obfervation>*^with whiclv»«Hthe dcccl'- 
kfit author of the Book of Wifdom, 
-HH:oncludei the fubjefl: to which my 
text relatcfi; that you may not be 
of the number of thofe>-^rwho will 
receive the condemnation, he de^ 
Bounces, His words are thefe. *^ Thus 
** the righteoua that is dead, ihaU 

** con* 
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' condemn the ungodly which are 
' LiviMG, and vouTH that is soon 

' PERFECTED, the MANY YEARS and 
' OLD AGE of the UNRIGHTEOUS." 



DISCOURSE II. 



( 65 ) 
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The Wisdom of Solomon, 
Chapter iv. Verfe xvL 

Thus the righteous that is dead, Jhall 
condemn the ungodly which are living ; 
and youth that is foon perfeBedy the 
many years, and old age, of the 
unrighteous. 

y-N my former difcourfe, I prin- 
-*• cipally fuggefted,r— the consola- 
tions, — which friends, — and even 
parents may apply, — to afliiage that 
poignant grief, — ^which human nature 
mull feel,— 4br the lofs of one *' who 

" being 



I 
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^^ being made perfie^ in a ihort time, 
" fulfilled a long time." 

I fliew, that the death of fuch a 
perfon, was far, very far from being 
a mark of God's diipleafure^ as the 
Jews, in the early periods of their 
conftitution, might reafonably con- 
clude ;• — and as others, who mifun- 
derftand the Old Teftament, might 
at all times, erroneoufly fuppofe. 
Fdr, that on the contrary, — it was, 
— for this very reafon,— becaufe,*-* 
*' fuch a foul JfUafed the Lord,— *• 
*' that he hailed to take it awayi 
from among the wicked. So per- 
feO; a creature^ pleafed God,. and 
was belov^ed of him;^-— fo that 

** being 



« 

€< 
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'^ being ^amoag finners, — - Ihe was 
** tranflaied." 



From hence then it follows, that 
all thofe iinjuft, and impious com- 
plaints againft Providence, — ^whicb, 
upon fuch occaiions^ were fo fre^ 
quently uttered by antient heathens^ 
and which are alfo fo likely ta 
occur to modern frcc-thinker$,-»-<:aii 
never confiftently break forth from 
die mouth of one, who has any be-* 
lief in Natural Religion ; nor, furdy 
even find entrance into the tbougfau 
of one, who ha^ any faith in Divine 
Revelation. For, it is evident^ that 
the death of the early righteous^ in 
all the t^Qom of youth,-^i$ no more 

I imma- 



I 
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inunature^ — than of thofe,— ^ho ex- 
pire in the extremeft winter of old 
age. 

Falfe then, and abfurd, is the 
comparifon of them to trees, — which 
having put forth their bloffoms only, 
are at once blafted, by a killing froft. 
With fome propriety indeed, they 
might be compared, — ^were not every 
fimilitude to the choiceft produd:ions 
of inanimate nature, a degradation 
of the excellence of fuch exalted 
beings,' — to thofe youfig, but vigo- 
rous plants, which bring forth fruits 
in the midft of bloffoms ; but are 
notwithftanding, — tranfplanted into a 
more fertile, and more kindred foil, 

— there 
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— there to expand with new vigour, — 
to bloom with added beauty, — to bear 
more delicious fruits — and to be fecure 
from all decay, to the utmoft extent 
of their poffible duration, 

I intend now, to point out, the 
INSTRUCTION, wWch may be reaped 
from the Wife Man's obfervations, 
upon an event, which, though fo happy 
for the deceafed, is ftill fo melan- 
choly to the furvivors. And, oh! 
may God, be gracioufly pleafed to 
vouchfafe fuch- ability to the preacher, 
— fuch attention in his hearers, — and 
fuch efficacy to his doftrine,— that 
none of you, my brethren, may be 
among the number of thofe yho are 

1 2 living ; 
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living ; who (hatl be condemned by 
ihe righteous that is dead, nor your 
many years^. and old age, by youtb^ 
that b foon perfeftcd. 

The author of the Book of Wifdom 
had before prored^^ — as I have already 
obfenred to ycra>--4hat " honMarahk 
age, b not that, which, ftandeth 
ia length of tiioe ; not that which 
^^ is meafiired by number of years ; 
*^ but WISDOM, is the gray hair 
** unto men, and an ums-poxTEO 



fC 
fC 



H 



hlTt^i is OLI> ACE." 



From whence ik iSailow% tbat old 

^e,, is not to be confid^red^ as a 

good in itfelf,~-but only, as^ c^tpabU 

of 
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of being a bleffing,— when it is em- 
ployed by men, as the mcans^ for 
which it was kuended by God, — 
to their acquiiition of true honour, 
by their increafe in true wifdom. 

Secondly, that the acquifition of 
wifdom, is the only mean, by which, 
vft can pleafe the Lord ; and by 
which^ therefore, when taken out of 
.this bfe, we caft be numbered among 
the children of God, and hare our 
lot among the faintsv 

From hence then, it i^ evident, 
that the Wife Man, ufes the term-, 
— ^Wisdom, — only, as another name^ 

for,~RELIOl€)^N.- For, THAT ALaNE 

can 
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can render every age honourable 
and happy ; — that alone, can pleafe 
God, and entitle us to receive from 
him, '* a glorious kingdom, and a 
** beautiful crown, from the Lords 
" right hand.'* 

But, having taken the author of 
the Book of Wifdom, thus far, for 
our guide ; — here, we muft bid adieu 
to him. For, h e could direft us, 
only to the Books of the Law and 
the Prophets, for our inftruftion in 
Religion, or the information, of what 
we ought to know, and to praftice, 
— as means, to thefe great ends. 

But thanks, — eternal thanks be to 

God,— 
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God, — ^that He has vouchfafed us, 
through his only begotten son^ 
fiill clearer declarations of his wilL and 
confequently, a more complete know- 
ledge of. our duty, — He has, by him, 
called us, to higher degrees of per- 
feftion ; but at the fame time, has 
given us, fuller affurances of his 
divine afliftance. — ^ He has direfted 
us, to walk by a more pure, and 
a more fpiritual rule of life ; but 
at the fame time, encouraged us to 
perfeverance, by the moft animating, 
rewards, and guarded us from de-. 
viation, by the moft terrific punifli- 
ments. — Still however moft gracioufly 
condefcending to the infirmities of 
human nature, — He has, through the 

death 
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death of his Son, promulgated par* 
don to thofe, who by a fincerc re- 
pentance, forfake ail (in, and with 
cameft endeavours, ftrive to peifed 
themfelves, in every virtue. 

It is therefore, to the facred books 
of the New Testament, and the 
beft expofitors of them, you muft 
have recourfe, for the attainment 
of THAT WISDOM, both ju theory, 
and in praftice, which can enable 
you to go on to perfection, and 
obtain the approbation of God ; — 
which can render you fit to be taken 
away by him, from among the wicked, 
and tranflated by him amongft his 
faints. 

If 



\ 
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If iheni any writings deferve the 
honour of being depofited in calk^ti 
qf ineftimable value,-r-^as fome have 
been preferved ;-*-they are furely, 
thefe, — • which are written by the 
INSPIRATION of God, for the in- 
struction of ALL MANKIND. 

If there be any works, — ^which 
ought to be our conftant ftudy, both 
by day and by night,— -as the in- 
ftruftors of our early years, have 
exhorted us to make fome,— what 
are they, which can be placed in 
competition, with the records of int 
FINITE LOVE, and the precepts pf 
unerrinq wisdom ? 



K 



If, 
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If, we are anxious for the pre- 
fervation, and unwearied in the in- 
fpeSion of thofe writings, — which 
inftruft us to eftimate the accounts 
of our temporal gains and lofles ; — 
what time, — care, — attention, — and 
folicitude, ought We not to beftow 
upon thofe, — by which, we may 
learn beft to appreciate, and rightly 
to adjuft, — not only our temporal, 
— but likewife, our eternal interefts ? 

If we ourfelves moft eagerly ex- 
amine, — and fpare likewife no labour 
to confult, nor expence to induce 
thofe who are better qualified than 
ourfelves, to fcrutinize the deeds, — 
which fet forth,— our right, — title, — 

claim, 
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claim,— or pretence, to any earthly 
riches, — rank, — ^honours, — or poflef- 
fions ; — with how much more avidity,, 
ought we ourfelves to fearch the 
records, — and with how much more 
anxiety, ought we to enquire of 
others, — ^who are ftill better inftrufted, 
— the means, by which we may at- 
tain to the ACQUISITION of HEA- 
VENLY TREASURES ; — the right by 
which we may claim an eternal 
CROWN of glory ; — ^and the title 
we can fet up, — to be ranked with 
the SONS OF God, — and joint- 
heirs WITH Christ. 

If fuch be really your fentiments, 
of the importance of the facred 

K 2 books. 
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books^ — and fiich be your diligence 
and xeal in underftanding ihem, — 
then yott need not fear, that the 
righteous ^ho is dead, will conAemn 
ybu, who are living. 

But, alas ! how much reafon have 
wie to lament, — a total difference in 
the general conduft of mankind ;-^^ 
The objefts, — ^Which are neareft the 
eye, though fmall in magnitude, and 
fugitive in theilr exifteiice,-J-occu)py 
Aeir heads, and captivate their he^uts. 
Whilft thofe, which are more liemote, 
— though infinite in their im]portance, 
and eternal in their duration,— fel - 
dom airreft theilr attention, and ttill 
lefs freqitetotly win their regard. 

For, 
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For, may I not fafely pronounce, 
-*^not only without any danger of 
error,^— but likewife, without any fear 
of offence ; — that many even of thofe 
here prefent, many in comparifon of 
the whole,^^-have never yet feriouf- 
\y afked themfelves the queftion,»— 
" What shall I do to be 

" SAVED?" 

Or at kaft, that few. Very few, 
in 'cohfequence of the awful impreF- 
fion, which the vaft importance of 
the queftioh is, by it's very nature, 
fitted to excite, — ^have ever feduloufly 
fet themfelves to enquire for an an- 
fwer, whete only, that inquiry can 

infal- 
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infallibly be fatisfied ; — I mean in 
the books of the New Teftament^. 
and in the difcourfes and expofitions 
of the bell divines. 

In every other art, fcience, or 
profeffion,— the beft works are atten- 
tively and carefully read, — inflru&ors 
are diligently and eagerly fought. 
But, in the momentous points of 
Religion, — which equally concern us 
all, — and in which, our well-being, 
both here as well as hereafter, is 
moft materially involved ; — does not 
daily experience too mournfully e- 
vince, — that the inquiry is by mul- 
titudes totally negletled, and when 

not 
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not altogether omitted, is ftill by multi- 
tudes much too negligently performed.* 

We're 

* I know of no work, which more irrcfiftlhly 
evinces the neceflity, of a conftant, and invariable 
habit, *of attention to our duty, than Dr. John/on^ s 
Meditations and Prayers. Such indeed, 
IS the uncommon excellence of moft of the Prayers, 
that the mod elevated encomium, can fcarcely rife 
above their merit. But, when the fervid partiality 
of his friends, take occafion from this work, to 
recommend his life as an example, — they fa- 
crifice to the attachment of friendfhip, the inftruftion 
they owe to the world. The hiftory he there gives of 
his own imperfe^ions, reflefts indeed the higheft 
honour on his candour, and freedom from felf- 
partiality. But, the fame qualities, I am fure, 
would have induced him, if he had himfelf pub- 
liflied the work, to dcfire the world, to have taken 
the instability of his life for a warning, 
rather than to have propofed it as an object of 
imitation. The work moft prominently, but 
moft melanchoHly fets forth, the effefts ^hich muft 
always arifc, from an infrequency in stu- 
dy ING 
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* 

Were men,-^ — ^but half as folicitou$, 
to recommend themfelves to the fo- 

vour 

DYING our DUTY, and in forming pious 
RESOLUTIONS, from the want, of a CAREFDt 
BXAMiNATXON of the EViDBMCSS, and of 

an UNIFORM PERFORMANCE of the INSTRU- 
MENTAL DUTIES of RELIGION. Where the 
one is feldom perfoimed, and the other often negr 
le6led, hy a mind, confcious of the importancCi 
and impreiTed with a lively fenfe of the ohligar 
tions of hothy— only two confequences can follow. 
Thefe are, a HgoUcd attachmtnt to fuck opinions^ ai 
a pious education inJlilUd, and a Juperfiitious aUtntian 
to certain ritual obftrvancti^ in lieu of thofe inward 
principles^ which Chriftianity enjoins. 

Thefe obfervations, my refpeft for the memoiy 
of the deceafed would have induced me to conr 
ceal, had not the injudicious zeal of his friends 
rendered it a duty I owe to others, to publifh them. 
Happy would it be for the world, if fome faga- 
cious writer would undertake to eradicate all the 
weeds q{ fuperfiition, bigotry, and partiality^ (without 

injuring 
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vour of the King of Kings, as 
they are to court the fmiles of 
EARTHLY PRINCES; — ^wcrc they but 
half as anxious to merit the appro- 
bation of God, as to covet the 
applaufe of men; — ^were they, but 
half as anxious, — to qualify them- 
felves, to become the fubjefts of the 
kingdom of heaven, as to preserve 
or REFORM the conftitutions of 
human governments ; — ^were they but 

L half 



injuring the flowers) from the works of this truly 
learned and ingenious writer. Then, without any 
mixture of difguft, they would excite all the ad- 
miration they are fo well fitted to call forth, and 
without any alloy of weaknefs, uniformly ferve the 
caufe of Virtue and Religion, which it was un- 
doubtedly the fincere wifli of their author to pro- 
mote. 



84 DISCOURSE II. 

half as eager,— to fit tbemfeives to 
to live hereafter, in the fodetjr of 
** Just men ^xdz perfect, and 
" WITH Je«us the mediator of 
** A better covenant/' — as to 
unite themfolves vkh tjje motiey par- 
ties, who hope minifterially to dwtSt 
the reins of empire kere ; — ifcrc 
men but half as unwearied in love 
and charity towards others, as they 
are in purfuit of their own intereft 
or pleafures ; — were they but half 
as ready to weep with thofe who 
weep, and to rejoice with thofe who 
rejoice, — as they are to joy in ano- 
ther's ill fuccefs, and to envy another's 
pro^erity^ — to (lander another's re- 
|mtatian« or to mifinterpret his words 

and 
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4 

and aftions ; — then, — inftead of the 
rahcoroui^ di<SS^ntions^ and implacable 
aiiiimofities, with which^ fellow-crea^-; 
ture3, dsad fellow-cbriftians, are noft 
continually enraged againfl: each other; 
. — ^all the fury of their pailions would 
fubfide into a pcrfeQ: calm : — peace 
would become the inmate of every 
bread r-^love would unite to each 
other in her filken bands^ all the 
different nations, — fefts, — partieay— 
and denominations of mankind.— 
Then, — even in this cave or dungeon 
of the ttniverfe, — ^we fhould catch 
fome echoed ftrain* of ^n heavenly 
harmony, inspiring fuch emotions,-— 7 
as are the neceflftry pfeludea to thse 
full chorus of eternal joys. 

L 2 But 
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But even of thofe, — ^who are ftrick- 
en with the infinite importance of 
knowing, — ^how they are fo to pafs 
through things temporal, as finally 
not to lofe thofe which are eternal; 
— few are there, who fecm to think, 
that this is the knowledge of the 

ONE THING NEEDFU L, which 

ought to be conftantly prefent to 
the mind, — ^as the end of all their 
plans, — ^and the motive of all their 
a£lions. 

Prefent happinefs, — and prefent 
happinefs alone, — is the grand objeft 
of their purfuit; — and they feek for 
the means to future felicity, — only 
fo far as the apprehenfion of future 

mifery> 



cc 
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mifery, — ^would leflen the enjoyment 
of prefent pleafure. — They do not 
feem to have learned, — that they arc 
Jirjl to feek the kingdom of God, 
and his righteoufnefs ;" — and that 
then, — the neceffaries and comforts 
of life, will be added unto them. 
But, eager in the purfuits of fuch 
objefts, as afford conftant gratifica- 
tions to the paflions of ambition, 

' — AVA R I C E, F A M E, P R IDE, Or 

VANITY, — whichever it is,— or what- 
ever the union of them may be, — 
to which, they point their defires, 
for the attainment of earthly happi- 
nefs ; — they perform only fuch parts 
of duty, as either flow from, or 
are confiftent with thefe purfuits; — 

if 
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if at all anxious about another life, 
— -feeking rather to avoid future mi- 
fery, than to obtain future happinefs. 
— Thus are they totally ftrangers to 
that calm and tranquil ftate of en- 
joyment, —* which is the necei&ry 
confequence of a firm trutt in the 
unerring rcditude of the difpc^er of 
all events; — and of a joyful confix' 
dence in that eternal felicity,— which 
is the promife,-— of an alUfufiicient 

Saviour.t 

But 



t See this point further infifted upon, in a little 
traft, by the author of thefe Difcourfes,— mtitled, 
—"An ADDRtss to PERSONS AFTER 
" CONFIRMATION." Which, though more irn- 
mdiatdy addrefled to the youngs the author hopes 
be may, Vithout ofiR^ce, recommend to the pcsufal 
likewife of thofc of every age. This traft was in- 
tended 



D I S C O U R S E IL 89 

3\it permit are to affiire you, my 
brethren, of a moft certain, though 

moft 



tended by the author, to ferve as a little manual 
for a religious education. Aod he has the fatis- 
fa£lion to believ^ that his intention has not been 
altogether fruftrated. 

The jnanifcft necelHty there is, that a much greater 
attention ihould be paid to that fjrst, and moft 
IMPORTANT part of education,-— RELIGIOUS 
INSTRUCTION,-— every good man muft lament, 
and it ought to be the endeavour of every wife 
man to re£ii(y. How far, an inftru£lion in Chriftian 
principles, and Religious duties, is made a funda» 
mental part of education, in our moft public Schools, 
I fliall not pretend to afcertain. But that to make 
great Scholars, rather than good Chriftians, is the 
principal obje6l of confideration in thofe feminaries, 
is a pofition, which it can be no offence to can* 
dour to aftirm, becaufe it is one, I apprehend,^ 
which no perfon will have the boldnefs to deny. 
That ALL is not accompliftied, in refpe6i to 
yittue and' RcHgton, which the mafiers wi/hf or in- 
tend 
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tnoft awful truth, — that all who live 
thus, in a total forgetfulnefs of the 

main 



tend to perform, may perhaps, in fome mearaie, 
unavoidably arife, from the fotmber of the fcholars, 
not the negligence of the inftrudort. When any 
vice, or fault, is known to be committed, it ii 
perhaps indeed always puniflied, with a feverity of 
inJUEHon^ which Jkocks kumamty, and an tUiberaHtf 
in the mode of ffuni/kment, which difgufis it. For 
no fuch fanguinary corre£lion for (ingle a£ls, would 
be ncceflary to deter youth from habits of vice, 
were more vigilance ufed, and more labour em- 
ployed, in preventing the tendency to crimes, by 
forming in their minds, the principles of morals, 
on the eternal bafe of Chriftianity. But as per- 
haps there is no vigilance fo a£live, and no labour 
To unwearied, of fome few preceptors, which can 
extend to fuch a mutiiude of pupils, many crimes 
pare undoubtedly committed, and habits of vice 
gained, which are never known to the inftru^rs 
themfelves, though they may be fubje£b of pub- 
lic notoriety to others. From thefe premifcs, it 

wiU 
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main purpofe of life, — the flaves of 
paffion^ and utterly deftitute of the 

M only 



will not, I tnifty be thought an unju(Hfiable con« 
chifion, that the greater part of fnoral educatum^ 
which boys receive at great fchools, arifes, from 
the influence they have over each other. For, 
all will unite^ for the fake of mutual eafe, peace, 
and comfort, in preventing the word e(Fe£ls of the 
more violent paffions, of anger, hatred, malice, 
and revenge ; and of the more fecret energies, of 
peeviflmefs, ill -nature, flubbornnefs, morofenefs, 
and obftinacy. Thus are fome of the more fero« 
cxous impulfes reftrained ; and at lead weakened, 
if not fubdued, by the very conne£Uon, fuch a 
multitude of boys have with each other. But un* 
fortunately, that very connection, which has a ten- 
dency to fubdue fome paflions, has equal efficacy 
to awaken and ftrengthen others. By intercourfe 
with each other, the imagination is debauched, be- 
fore the paflions are excited ; falfe glory flimulates 
to the purfuit of vice, and bad example incites to 
perfeverance. They with eagemefs, exchange all 

the 



M 



9^ DISCOURSE II. 

only true vrifdoiQ i — flireird^ cunning 
fegacioua, and hcmourabk, a^ they 
may think themfdves, — they will 
be really as much condemned by 
the righteouS;^ that is dead,— as thofcj^ 
who live in the commiffioa of the 
groffcr and more notorious vices. — 
Wife men can not hot accottDt their 
Hves madnefs, and their end to be 
without honour. 

But, fo deeply are the paffions, 
which I juft now enumerated, rooted 
in the breafts of the generality of 

mankind, 

the ingenuous modefiy of boys, for the unblufhing; 
confidence of men;— —and foon unite 'with all the 
imbecility of youth, all the proflig^y of manhood. 

Pudet hoc qpprobria nobis. 
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mankind, — ^fo conftantly are they the 
(pring«, whidi gFv>e elallicity to the 
minds, hotk of the nofble axid the 
ignoble, — tlie learned and the an- 
learned, — -that k is to -be fcaFed,— 
neither threats have fufficient efficacy" 
to eradicate,— domonftration to fub- 
due,— «or ^^lo^juence has even power 
to &2dce them. Admonition how* 
ever may poffibly in future prevent, 
what it knows at pefent it is im<- 
poffible to remove. 

Theie paffions and principles are 
indeed increafed, but not at liiA 
caught, by a ^conftagious commerce 
with the worM, They are at prefent, 
with jpains Ampaapted^ by :tfae rmoSt 

M 2 efteemed 
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efteemed modes of modern edu- 
cation. Thus do they unavoida- 
bly " grow with man's growth, and 
V ftrengthen with his ftrength/' Whilft 
the caufe therefore fubfifts^ the effe&s 
muft follow. 

Who knows not, what are the firft 
principles of aflion, which are gene- 
rally inftilled into the minds of youth, 
for the acquifition of the firft ele- 
ments of learning ? Are they not, 
emulation, — a defire of pecuniary 
rewards, — a love of praife, — ^and a 
thirft for glory ? But how can emu- 
lation exift, without producing envy, 
cither in him who emulates, or in 
him who is emulated ? Can he, who 

has 
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has been taught to confider every 
companion as a rival, fee another 
gain the reward, for which he has 
panted in vain, without feeling an 
emotion of envy at his fuccefs ? 
Can we wonder then, that this fiiould 
be a palfion, which fo often deftroys 
domeftic peace, and even national^ 
happinefs ? Can he, who is a3:uated 
by the love of gain in youth, fail 
to acquire avarice in old age ? Can 
we wonder/ that he who has been 
inftigated to all his boyifli acquifi- 
tions, by the love of praife and 
admiration,— ^Ihould in manhood pur- 
fue every objcft, which can gratify 
his vanity ? Can we be ftirprifed, 
that the youth, who has never been 

infpired 
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iirTpired vkh a defiiie for the dis- 
cov£RY of THUTH^ but has laldOTired 
to attain knowledge from Uhe <lot£ 
of FAM£, — fiiould^ &oni tkc iuat 
principle of vawi'ty, in more ad- 
vanced years, rejefl; the whole fyfiem 
of Chrihfbbuiity, or At leaft every fart 
of it, which is ii(Ej»ugi^aj«t to liic 
OPINIONS he liad sjefore ac- 
(iuiR:ED? When we look around 
the world, and behold all the ra- 
vages, AMBITION is making iacri* 
ficii^ to it's own pcivatte gratifications, 
the happinefs of whole nations,- — hcrw- 
ever we may beifbocked at the vacw of 
fuch calamities, can we be aftonifhcd 
at the dFed ; — r- When we know,, 
boys are not dnftru6lcd to purfue 

what 



DISCOURSE !!• 97 

iwhat IS RIGHT, — becaufe h is the 
WILL, of God ;-^but, what will 
procure them ao2iauR and glory^ 
-^becaufe k is rc^ftcd by th^ 
WORLD. When a moft infatiable 
thirft of glory is excited in the 
earlieft years, — can we wonder, that 
m a riper age, tlie blood of millions 
can not quench it ? 

When fuch principles are imbibed 
in the tender minds of youth, not 
only by the infeftion they receive 
from the authors which they read; 
-T-but arc even implanted in them, 
as motives of aftion, by the band 
of their inftruftors themfelvesi-~it 
is no wonder, that " on the feat of 

" the 
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" the fcomer, " men Ihould treat 
the precepts even of God, with 
4erifion, and, " fitting in the afiem- 
** bly of mockets, *' fet even his 
threats at defiance. — Such muft al- 
ways be the fatal efFe6ls of an 

HEATHEN EDUCATION, iu a 

CHRISTIAN COUNTRY, Vain . and 
ineffeftual then, will be all our at- 
tempts to deftroy them, unlefs, we 
" lay the axe to the root of the 
" tree/* 

Yet, dire as are the effefts, which 
fpread from fuch principles of a6lion, 
— there will not be wanting men, — 
hardy enough to become advocates, 
for that plan of education, from 

which 
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which they flow. And, notwith- 
ftanding they fee, the operation of 
the poifon in thofe who tafte it, 
will Hill maintain, that the ilream 
is pure, and falubrious. They wiJJ 
deny, all the errors imputed to it, 
with confidence, — and rejeft the 
cenfure of it, with contempt. They 
will ruih forth to the combat, with 
all the arrogance of unthinking prc- 
fumption, and all the haughtinefs of 
aiTured viftory, armed only with the 

COMMON PLACES,—-** thot thcfc 

" i^?^^* ^^ ^^tives are not wrong 
" in them/elves, but only injurious in 
" their excess. For, that Chrijlia- 
" nity does not require the Exf jrpa- 

N ** TIQV, 
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cc 



TiON, only the regulation of 

** theft PASSIONS." 

Thefe opinions, it muft be con- 
feffed, have been too favourably 
countenanced, and too haftily ad- 
mitted by divines, very refpeflablc 
for their acquifitions in knowledge, 
and their attainments in virtue. But 
it is evident, that they had invefti- 
gated other fciences, with more ac- 
curacy, than that of the human 
mind, — and read other books, with 
more care and diligence, than thofe 
of the New Teftament. 

Such writers miftake the appe- 
tites of man, for his passions. 

The 
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The pofitions dated above, are in- 
deed true, as confined to the former, 
but altogether falfe, when extended to 
the latter. For, who that has atten- 
tively confidered the principles of 
Chriftianity, does not know, that no 
a£lion can be confonant with ; it s 
precepts, whatever it's outwarb 
FORM, or consequences may be, 
—-which has not for it s motive and 
it's principle, the love of God, or 
of MAN ? These are the prin- 
ciples, which charafteriftically dif- 
tinguifh the morals of Christi- 
anity, from all the heathen. 

systems of MORALITY. 

In the ethics of the latter indeed^ 

^ % ' a 



M 
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a certain combination of the paffions 
blended together, and cxaftly ba- 
lanced with each other, were the 
grand principles of them all, (ex- 
cept of the Stoics) from Ariftotle, 
down to Cicero, Becaufe, they 
could not otherwife, with the leaft 
plaufibility, have ever maintained, 
that VIRTUE, and the createsi 
GOOD, were one, and the same 
tHiNG. But, the Stoics, perceiving 
that all the mifery of mankind arofe 
from their paflions, and were the 
neceffary and unavoidable eflFefts of 
their exiftence, would willingly have 
erefted a fabric of morality, with- 
out building upon them, as a foun- 
dation. They forgot, however, to 

confider. 
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confider^ — ^that when they had ex- 
tirpated thefe motives of aftion,— 
though together with them they Ihould 
even be able to banifh from the 
breads of men, all forrow under 
the difappointments of human life^ 
*— they likewife at the fame time, 
took away every principle of agency, 
and only exchanged the deliriums 
of a fever, for the ftupor of a 
lethargy. 

Not fo,— Christianity. 

It fubftitutes in the room of the 
paffions, — ^the nobleft and moll pow- 
erful AFFECTIONS. — It thus not Only 
eradicates the principal caufes of our 

mifery. 
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mifcry, but pours alfo the moft heal- 
ing balm of confolation over thofe 
forrows, which it does not remove. 
It not only imparts happinefs to us 
in this worlds by the anticipation 
of that tranfcendent happinefs^ which 
is to come ; — but likewife opens to 
the mind, new fources of enjoyment, 
which it gently impels it to partake. 
Enjoyments, the moft pure and be- 
neficial, both in their caufes and 
their efFe61:s ; and moft elevated and 
permanent, in their intenfity^ and 
duration.* The 



♦ This comparifon between hsathen ethic s^ 
and CHRISTIAN morals, u'lll be further treated 
in an intended toork^ before mentioned, in a note. 
See alfo the traH on Confirmation, andinf 
Commencement Sermon. 
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The PRINCIPLES of MORALS 

therefore, when disjoined from 
Christianity, form no firm or 
fecure foundation. So totally erro- 
neous is the opinion of fome, that 
nothing can be added to them, 
nor taken from them ; that, on 
the contrary, their bafis is as weak, 
as their fuper - ftrufture is mean. 
They likewife, who fuppofe> that 
Chriftianity requires only the regu- 
lation, not the extirpation of 
our paffions, muft build their opi- 
nion upon one, or both, of the 
following errors. Either they muft 
imagine, that it is the outward 
form of an aclion, not the. in- 
ward principle, which conftitutes 

• 
It 
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it GOOD or BAD ;*-K)r they muft 
conceive^ that man can derive no 
pleafure from the possession of an 
objeft, — for the attainment of which 
he feels no passion. 

The FORMER, is too grofs and 
palpable an error, to merit a confu- 
tation. Barely to mention it, is to 
expofe it. For who knows not, that 
he who confers the greateft and moft 
univerfal good, when impelled by 

FAME, AVARICE, Or AMBITION,— 

has his reward, — and has no title to 
future happinefs, — becaufe, he has 
not performed a fingle aft of good- 
nefs. 

The 
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The LATTER, is not fo obvious; 
— -becaufe it arifes only from an ig- 
norance of the principles of the 
human mind, in which the paflions 
have their fource. Now, thefe have 
their origin, (I mean fuch as I have 
juft mentioned) either from the real, 
or fuppofed capacity of fome objeSs, 
to give us pleafure. But, the plea- 
fure therefore, muft either be felt, 
or fuppofed, before the paffion can 
exift. (Which indeed conftitutes the 
ESSENTIAL difference between a 
PASSION and an appetite.) And, 
it depends upon the comparative 
intenfity of that pleafure with others, 
— ^whether the pafTion ever is, or 
is not ftimulated into being, when 

o the 
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the objcft excites fo much plcaTure, 
(from the want of a counterbalance 
from other pleafures) that we are 
UNEASY without the pofleffion of 
it, — ^then it generates paflion ;— «nd 
a difappointment in the gratification 
of it, — ^produces mifery.t The vtry 

fame 



f Mr. Locke, in fuppofing (fiat uneasiness, 
not the GREATER AP?ARSMT cooo, deter- 
mines the WILL, or, (as I have obTerved in my 
Sermok upon Providence) we fhould rather 
fay, determines the mind to cuoo8E,-~>has con* 
founded a particular with a G£N£RAL 
CAUSE, or rather he has miftaken, — one and 
the SAME caufe, operating under diffimilar cir- 
cumftances, for two different causes. 
Where two obje£l8 are prefented to us for our 
choice, for one of which we hare a paflion, and 
for the other we have hone, we certainly make 
cBbicc of the foimer, in preference to the latter. 

Becaufe, 
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fame objcft therefore, may impart 
pteafure to another, when he hap^ 
pens to he in the pofleflion of it, 
though his mind being engrofled 
with higher afFeftions, he delights 
not in it with paffion. But he can 
faffer no mifery from it's abfence, 
— ^becaufe he never feels that goad 
of uneafinefs, which ftimulates others 
to it's acquirement. 

o 2 Thu^ 



Becaufe, whatever real greater intnnfic good the 
latter mxf hayc» to minds unimpelled by paffion, 
-^to one under it^s unpulfe,— the removal of the 
prefent uneafinefsy-^tV,— the greater apparent good* 
And it is on4y m thefe cafe% where fome paT- 
fion or appetite Intervenes, that uneafiaeis exiftsu 
This however, is perhaps the flightefi, of all that 
great man's errors, on the human mind* 
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Thus then, fame, power, and 
RICHES, may minifter pleafures to 
the GOOD MAN, as they furnifli 
him with opportunities of multiplying 
the afts, which flow from his high- 
eft aflFeftions. But they who from 
hence fuppofe, that vanity, am- 
bition, or AVARICE, can be in- 
mates of his breaft, are led into a 
miftake of the colour of the objefts, 
from the difeafe of their own minds. 
And thus, do thofe very objefts, — 
to which, — the paffions of fome, — 
called in the language of the world, 
MORAL MEN> axc foltly dircftcd for 
the acquifition of happinefs, — not 
only bring upon them^ much pain, 
from which, the good are free; — 

but 
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but even impart to them lefs plea- 
fure, than they confer upon, — the 
true Chriftian. At the fame time, 
let it be remembered alfo, — ^that the 
good man has moreover, for his peculi- 
ar property, — thofe refined and elevat- 
ed enjoyments — which fpring from the 
LOVE of God and man, — to which 
the others have no accefs, — and if 
they had, would want faculties to 
tafte. 

Chriftian morality therefore, does 
not confift in the performance of 
certain aftions, but in the influence 
of certain intentions. Not even in 
the exercife of certain habits, but 

in 




112: DISCOURSE II. 

in the acquifition of certain affec- 
tions.* Though therefore^ the very 
fam^ outward aftions were even to 
be unifonnty performed by Infidds. 
and Chriftian^j, yet that inward pnih 
cipk, which by it's prefence, givea 
perfeftion to the one, by it's ab- 
fence,, takes away all virtue from 
the other* 

From hence then, it follows, that 

the 



* Thofc writers therefore, who base defcribed 
xnen, ** as <mfy imndUs of kaints^^ have not ex- 
preiTed themfelves more tueleguMiyy than unpbi-> 
lofophically. They might, with equal inftrudicin 
to their readers, have called them " BvndUs of idau^ 
For who, upon refie6l»QQ,. can not diftioguiih bc*^ 
tween an habit of devotion, and a love of God, 
——between an habit of beneficence^ and a love of 
mankind ? 
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the Chriftian, who hopes for the 
etijoyment pFreal good, either here or 
hereafter^ muft banifii from his breaft, 
all thofe paffions, which, others ig- 
M>raiitiy cherifli, as the means to 
their prefent happinefs. Ignorantly, 
I 1^Yr*^or, does ndt even the ex- 
perience of every age, nation, and 
even of every individual evince,— 
that whoever feeks for happinefs, 
from the enjoyments the paflions can 
procure,— will find,— that either all 
his hopes are blafted, or that his 
expeftations have been fruftrated,-— 
that the accomplilhment of his de- 
Cgns is without content, or the 
gratification of his wifhes is without 
enjoyment, — that the pains which 

harrafs 
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harrafs him are without confolation, 
— and even the accumulation of all 
temporal goods — ^without happinefs. 

Thefe paflions however, muft not 
only be eradicated, but the Chriftian 
muil likewife, with God's afliftatce, 
plant, and nurture in their places, 
the afFeftions of love towards 
God, and towards man, — by them, 
he muft fill up every void, and 
craving of his foul. Such a love 
to MANKIND, as flowing along in 
it's feveral different ftreams, will 
diffufe comfort, peace, and happinefs, 
not only to our relations, friends, 
neighbours, and countrymen, but to 
every feft, tribe, and denomination 

of 
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of men,— 4iowever feparated from us 
by diftance of place, or eftranged 
from us by alienation of heart ;— 
however hoftile to us in their pro- 
vocations, or malicious againft ui 
in their perfecutions. 

Such a Lovi to Cod, as will 
light in our breafts a flame, not 
only able to confume all the droiis 
of human paffions, but to incite us 
to the performance of all his com^ 
mands,— with a fervor,— -and to a 
fubmiflion to all his difpenfations,— *- 
with a confidence, — which rib hu-- 
man objefl can infpire, and none 
but a Cbriftian foul can conceive.. 

p From 



4 
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From lience then it follows, thiat 
Chriftianity leads us to a fyftem 
of conduft, which not only imparts 
to us the higheft degree of bappi- 
nefs we are capable of attaining 
upon earth, and which has the pro- 
mife of an inconceivable felicity in 
heaven, but that it becomes like- 
wife in this ftate, an aftual prepa- 

RATION or EDUCATION of thc 

mind for another, and is intended 
to form in it a capacity here, for 
thofe enjoyments it promifes to it's 
fincere votaries hereafter. 

Both ftates tlien, are as intimately 
connefted with each other, — ^as child- 
hood with youth, — ^youth with man- 
hood, — 
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hood, — and manhood with old age. ' 

For, as the happinefs in each fuc- 
ceeding fcene of human life; muft 
arife out of the difpofitions attained 
in each preceding one ; — fo the hap- 
pinefs of our eternal ftate, — will 
depend upon the difpofitions we have 
acquired, in the whole of our pro- 
greflion through thefe feveral fuc- 
ceflive ftages. That God therefore, 
has fo conftituted this world, — as to 
make it ferve only as a school, 
or place' of education;— 
and that all the occurrences which 
happen to us in it, — are intended 
only as a6b of difcipline, — to qua- 
lify us for another. That all it's 

p 2 goods. 
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goods, are princi{>ally meant as tri- 
als of our prefent difpofitions, or 
as incentives to higher degrees of 
virtue ; — and all it's evils,— as cor- 
leSives of our prefent habits, or 
puniihment& for our former vices. 

They therefore miferably mifcon- 
ceive of the n at u r t of Chriftianity, 
who imagine, that it requires only 
the performance of certain a£iions, 
or even a certain regular' unifor- 
mity of condu6i in our prefent ftate, 
as the condition of our being re- 
moved to a PLACE, which will 
impart to us perfeft, and eternal 
happinefs. For, it is not merely to 
the PLACE, and it's adjuncts, to 

which 
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which we are to owe that happinefs j 
but.likewife to the mind, and it's 

AFFECTIONS, For, WCFC thcFC tO 

be placed before a mind, all the 
objefts which are fitted to produce 
the higheft felicity, — ^yct if that mind 
has no a£Fed:ions in unifon with 
thofe objeSs, — they will be totally 
unable to impart any gratification. 
It may therefore be affirmed, not 
only without impiety, but even with 
the moft profound reverence to God,^ 
^— that it is not in the power even 
of Omnipotenc e, — ^to give to 
a mind,— inflamed with the malig- 
nant paffions, — happinefs, — even in 
heaven. Hence alfo, it is, — that 
EEPENTANCE is made fo eliential 
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a part of the Chriftian fyftem. For 
it is the entire change of mind, 
— not the DURATION of that 
change here, — which will qualify us 
to derive felicity from the pure 
enjoyments, which await the true 
Chriftian, in a future ftate of eter- 
nal exiftence. 

Our fublime poet and divine then 
fhows himfelf equally excellent in 
both char afters, when he makes the 
fallen Arch-angel fay, " The mind 
" is it's own place, and in it- 
** SELF can make, a heaven— of 

" HELL, a HELL of HEAVEN," 



It is therefore abundantly evident^. 

that 
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that OUR HAPPINESS, in our pre-A» 
fent and future state, muft arife 
from the similitude of our 
DISPOSITIONS, and from the simi- 
larity OF OUR ENJOYMENTS, 

IN BOTH. We muft wow, both 
for the fake of our prefent and 
future happinefs plant and nurture 
thofe affeftions, which it will be 
then our eternal felicity to heighten 
and improve. And confequently, 
that the mind, which derives no 
pleafure from them here, can never 
be fitted for thofe enjoyments, which 
are to arife from them hereafter. 

He therefore, whofe breaft was 
never dilated with good-will towards 

mankind. 
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mankind^ and every living creature ; 
-—and whofe heart never glowed 
with filial love towards his Creator 
and Redeemer ;— he who— 4ias never 
drawn from thofe fountains of affec* 
tion, his happinefs upon earth;—* 
can never participate of that pure 
and elevated blif$> which flows in* 
ceffantly from them in heaven. 

But, on the contrary, they who 
have cheriftied and nurtured thofe 
afFedions in their bofoms, and made 
them the motives of all their aSionSi 

^have ALREADY PERFECTED 

themfelves in true wisdom ; — 
and even in youth, — have at- 
tained to all that is honourable 

or 
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or DESIRABLE in OLD ACE. 

Their education is completed, 
— and God therefore often tranf-- 
lates them to that higher ftate of 
happinefs, — for the enjoyment of 
which, they have been thus early 
qualified, by their own mental 
application, and the afliftance of his 
grace. 

The generality of mankind indeed, 
who look up to fuch uncommon 
excellence, with an aftonifhed and 
aching fight, are not always able 
accurately to difcern all it's perfec- 
tion, or fully to comprehend even 
the poflibility of fo early an attain- 
ment. 

Q They 



J 
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They are apt to imagine,-— that 
fuch can not poffibly have attained 
to the utmoft confummation of virtue^ 
•— bccaufe they have never experi- 
enced thofe evils of life, which they 
who proceed further along it's path, 
are generally obliged to encounter. 
But it is evident, that they who 
reafon thus, neither know the end, 
for which affliftions are fent, nor 
the qualities which conflitute Chrif- 
tian perfeftion. For, much are they 
miftaken, if they entertain any idea, 
that affliftion has any other end, 
than to reclaim men from evil, and 
to cure the difeafes of their fouls. 
Some of the gentleft of them, are 
fent to extraft the paflions by de- 
grees,— 
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grees,r-and others, the moft fevere^ 
to amputate them with celerity. That 
youthful mind therefore, which ha^ 
already, by the divine efficacy of 
Chriftianity, rooted out all it's paf* 
fions, and is alone a&uated with a 
filial love to God, and a fraternal 
love to it's fellow-creatures, wants 
not even the aid of medicine ;— ha- 
ving no remaining difeafe to cure, 
nor any additional health to acquire. 
It has attained to the higheft pof- 
fible wifdom. It is affimilated, and 
for that reafon removed, to ** tte 
** fociety of juft men made perfeft." 

Thofe in more advanced years, 
who have ftill to learn, thi^ only 

Q 2 TRU£ 
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TRUE WISDOM, and to praftice, 
THIS only PERFECT, becaufe only 
Christian morality, Ihould 
not only be conftant in praifing 
God, for the length of time, and 
frequency of opportunity, his kind- 
nefs vouchfafes them, for it's acqui- 
iition ; — but be even continually 
giving him thanks fojr his mercy, 
in fending them thofe chaftifements, 
"which may qualify them for it's 
attainment. They Ihould confider 
T R I A L s, — as evident marks of 

« 

G o d's f av o u r, — and even p u- 
N I s H M E N T s, — as undoubtcd proofs 

of HIS LOVE. 

whoever would avoid the con- 
demnation 
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demnation in the text, — whoever 
would be happy here and hereafter, 
— muft thus think, and thus aft. 
The afFeftions of piety and be- 
nevolence, — to which, — ^we fhall, 
under God,— owe our happinefs in 
the next world, — are equally necef- 
fary, as preparatory to that 
END, — as th|y are likewife essen- 
tial to our HAPPINESS in this 

LIFE. 

Thus thought, and thus afted, — 
that BLESSED SPIRIT, — ^which lately 
departed from amongft us ; — who, 
being lent us only long enough, — 
to teach us how to live, — and how 
to die, — is early advanced to the 

glory 



s 
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glory and happinefs, of being an 
angel in heaven ; — though as flie 

• 

was one of the pureft, — fo fhe was 
likewife one of the happieft of hu- 
man beings, — ^whilft on earth. Her 
youth being foon perfefted, — will 
condemn the many years, and old 
age,— of the unrighteous. 

Far, — far diftant from her gentle 
and tranquil bofom, — ^were all thofe 
felfifti paflions,— of anger, — pride, 
— ENVY, — and V A N I T Y, — which 
tear the parent breaft, that nurtures 
them ; — ^which render fellow-creatures 
enemies to each other, — and can 
only fit thofe who cherilh them^ — 
for the company of fallen angels, 

and 
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and evil fpirits. She performed no 
aftion,— 3/^/ indulged no thought, — 
Jke cherifhed no affeftion, — which 
did not impart good-will to all her 
fellow-beings here, — and which ten- 
ded not to affimilate her, — to that 
fociety of the bleffed, — ^with whom, 
to live hereafter, — ^was the unvarying 
aim, and firft wifli of her foul,— 
and the moft chearing hope, and 
ftedfaft anchor of her heart. 

Whenever therefore, — she heard 
any one complain of the famenefs," 
— the tedioufnefs, — inconveniences, — 
or difquietudes of life, — fhe ufed to 
obferve — that whoever looked upon 
this life as an end, — and fought 

for 



s 
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for happinefs in that alone, — 
might indeed with reafon complain 
of it's difappointments, — and it s 
miferies. But, whoever viewed it 
in it's TRUE LIGHT, — as the means 

or PATH to a FUTURE STATE of 

H A p p I N E s s, — ^might (fhe thought) 
enjoy much pleafure, — comfort, — 
and fatisfaftion, — even in this world. 

For, SHE not only believed 
upon the words of the apoftle, that 
** godlinefs is profitable unto all 
•* things ; having the promife of 
" the life that now is, and that 
** which is to come ;" — but, — flie 
knew it likewife by experience, — 
{he felt it glowing in her bofom. 

Hence 
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Hence fprung, that pleafing chear- 
fulnefs, which conftantly beamed 
from her countenance, and diffufed 
rays of gladnefs all around her. — 
It arofe not in her, — ^from the quick, 
but uncertain impulfe of animal fpi- 
rits, — but proceeded from that fun- 
fhine of content and peace, — ^which 
perpetually irradiating, -: — was con- 
ftantly likewife reflefting, — ^from her 
mind. 

Love to God, and charity, 

or KINDNESS, to MANKIND, WCrC 

the ruling paflions of her foul ; — 
the pole-ftars, — by which her whole 
condufl; was regulated ; — the direftors 
of her every thought, — ^word, — ^and 

A deed» 
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deed,-»-4hroughout this life'si—fliort, 
-^but to her,-^inoft delightftil voyage. 

The FORMER, led her often,— 
fecretly to withdraw from the family, 
— when Ihe thought fhe could do 
it without obrervation,-^to hold con- 
verfe with her Creator, Redeemer, 
and Sanftifier. To pour but to 
THE M,-^— when fhe thought herfelf 
liable to no intrufion, — ^her ardent 
thankfgivings for all their mercies, 
*-^het earneft intreaties for the con- 
tinuance of .their grace,-^in aid of 
her own unwearied endeavours, to 
perfevere in true holinefs ; — and,-^ 
to offer up, — ^her mod fervent fiip- 
plications, for whatever> — they facw 

beft,— 



friends,— r^n4 ali mankind. 

Qnjce,T*,-when fhe was uijexpc;^.- 
cdly fouod, thus employed, by ^ 
fervant, (for ftje could i)ot ^way$ 
fecure herfelf in thefe retircniepjs, 
as (lie wiftied, from obfervaxion of 
intrufion,) aad being uAd by the 
obferver,r— that she was. m p.^ 7 
Assu REDLY olwoys Jit to dU f 
{Jae replied,-^without either any ^- 
fefted difavowal of the truth of ihis 
ren^ark, — or the leaft appearance of 
pleafure in* tbe eaeomium thus be- 
llowed ; — if that he really your opinion 
pf ME, — let ME hefeech yoxj, — to go 
and prepare yourjelf likewife. 

R 2 Her 



# 
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Her conftant attendance upon every 
performance of the public fervices 
of the church, and on the celebra- 
tion of the holy facrament, — her 
earneft attention and fervent devotion 
likewife, upon fuch occafions, — ^muft 
have been noticed by fome in this 
congregation, — though it was entirely 
unwifhed for by her ; — and however 
ftriking, — ^was by far, the flighteft 
proof fhe gave of her piety and 
virtue. Though never did (he re- 
luBantly comply with any wifh, of 
thofe, to whom, of earthly beings, 
Ihe owed the higheft duty, — and 
which, — (he always paid in a man- 
ner, the moft inexpreffibly tender^ 
— and the moft unfpeakably affec- 
tionate ; 
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donate ; — but when, from fear of 
danger to her life, — they intreated 
her to remain at bome^ inftead of 
coming to join the congregation of 
Chriftians, — in this facred place of 
public worfhip. 

Her CHARITY to her fellow- 
creatures, induced her, to fet apart 
for them, — and to devote wholly to 
their relief, — a fum, — which was 
given her, for the purpofe of deco- 
rating her perfon, or the indulging 
herfelf in any other pleafure, which 
ufually moft allure thofe of her age, 
and ftation. But, as her mind, 
not her person, — ^was the first 
OBJECT of HER CARE, — and all 

her 
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her HIGHEST JOYS fprung from 
the PERFORMANCE of her duty 
to God, and man, — (he moft 
highly gratified herfelf by doing>-^ 
what, flie thought,-r^moft acceptably • 
to her Creator, — becaufe* -^ it waj 
moft ufeful to her fellow-creatures. 

Her B£NfVOL£N€£ aiul TEN* 

D E R. N E s s,— which wcrc fo coioltaniJy 
confpicuous, Ufi the fweet expreSon 
of her countenance, and the mild 
dignity, yet foft humility, of Im 
addrefs, — Ihone forth, in cveqr 
thought, — word,— and look,'— eveih^ 
to the lajl moment of her life. Hfif 
thoughts were attentive, and anxioiiAi 
— even then, — for the inconv£weoce 

others 
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others might fuftain,-^by their at* 
tendance upon htt. Her very laft 
Vords,----though ftfongly declaratory 
of the perfeft eafe,— tranquillity^-— - 
and comfort, — fhe felt in her own 
foul, were tenderly cxpreffive of the 
pain (he ftiould give her mother,— 
the moft exemplary of mothers (for 
why Ihould mere punftilio, reftrain 
me, upon fuch an occafion, from 
giving the praife fo juftly due,)— *• 
when fhe fhould no longer be able, 
*— to return an articulate anfwer, — 
to her much - loved voice. This 
however, file would attempt,— -though 
her frame, as ftie herfelf forefaw, 
was too much enfeebled,-^to execute 
her purpofe.-— But/--liaving fixed her 

eyes 
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eyes upon her beloved parent^ — 
with a fmile of ineffable fweetnefc; 
— in that fmile, — ^without the heaving 
of a figh, — ^her fpirit, — was tranflated. 

Even the inanimate corfe like- 
wife, — ftill faithful to it's late heavenly 
inhabitant, — retained it's wonted fmile 
of benignity and benevolence, — 'till 
it was for ever inclofed, from human 
fight. 

From this bleffed example, — let 
gray hairs — ^learn wifdom, — and youth 
— ^perfeClion. For, if ever human 
being was perfeft, — fhe was a com- 
plete model of all the perfeftion, 
the Deity can require : — becaufe, it 

was 
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Was all, -^humanity can attain,-— I 
fpeak it not, I affure you, — from 
the partiality of a parent, — but, 
from the moft criticifing inveftiga* 
tion, and moft rigorous fcruting,— 
that fhe was not only spotless, 

• BUT BESIDES, BEING IN POS- 
SESSION OF ALL THOSE OTHER 

ORNAMENTS OF NATURE, WHICH 

MOST FORCIBLY ATTRACT THE 
ATTENTION, AND MOST FIRMLY 
ENGAGE THE ESTEEM OF THE 

WORLD, SHE WAS ENDOWED 

WITH EVERY MORAL VIRTUE, 
AND EVERY CHRISTIAN GRACE, 
—AND ALTOGETHER REFINED,— 
FROM EVERY THE LEAST ALLOY,— 
OF ANY EARTHLY FOIBLE, OR HU- 
MAN FRAILTY. For, 



§ 
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For, when even with the moft 
anxious folicitude for her recovery,' 
— ^we implored of heaven, moft ar- 
dently to continue to us her precious 
life; — WE COULD neither: plead 

OPPORTUNITY FOR HER REPENT- 
ANCE, NOR EVEN TIME FOR 

HER BETTER PREPARATION, TO 

MEET OUR BLESSED LoRD, AT 

HIS COMING TO JUDGMENT, — 
WHEN, THE SECRETS OF ALL 
HEARTS SHALL BE DISCLOSED. 

What better fupplication, then, 
can I conftantly offer up to heaven, 
— for YOU, my beloved brethren,— 

MY FAMILY, and MY SELF, ^but, 

that we, in the exercife of every 

Chriftian 
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Chriftian duty, may live as (he livedo 
— ^and that we may likewife, — in the 
invigorating hope of eternal happi- 
nefs, — die the death of the righteous, 
as fhe died. — Death being quite, dif- 
armed of his fling to her ; — ^and 
that the beginning of the lives of 
the young, — and the latter end of 
all, — ^may be, — like her's. 

But, my brethren, let me befeech 
you, — always to remember, — ^that it is 
Christianity only, — ^which can 
thus exalt human nature. — That the 
volumes of holy writ alone contain 
TRUE wisDO M. — That all other 
literary acquisitions, whick 

8 2 arc 
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are not made fubfervient to the 
better underftandings of thofe writ- 
ings, and the praftice of their pre- 
cepts,— are at beft, but specious 
TRIFLES, — and often only impart 

a SELF-SUFFICIENT IGNORANCE;— 

and that every other fabric of mo- 
rality, whether Grecian, Roman, 
or Gothic, are but fplendid monu- 
ments, of HUMAN WEAKNESS. 

But let me likcwife implore you, 
never to forget,— that even the moft 
perfeft of human beings, — ^not even 
one, who whilft on earth, approached 
fo near to the purity of an angel 
in heaven,*— as she, — ^who fo lately 
left us, — to mix in their fociety, 

and 
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and to join in eternal Hallelujahs 
to ** H I M who fitteth on the throne," 
— is entitled to the rewards referved 
for the righteous, — from her own 
merits, — but, from the mercy of 
God, — through the merits and me- 
diation, of Jesus Christ. 



APPENDIX. 



( H5 ) . 

APPENDIX. 



T TAVING in the foregoing dif- 
-*■ -^ courfe, almoft as it were, in- 
voluntarily paid a tribute of praife, 
juftly due to the excellent mother 
of the departed angel, to whofe 
precept and example fhe was, under 
God, fo much indebted for her per- 
feftion ; — I fhall not, I hope, be 
thought guilty of any indecorum, in 
fubjoining the following lines, written 
fome years fince, and which were 
occafioned by her much - approved 
work, — entitled, the " Exemplary 

** Mother/' 

To 
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To the Authoress of 

" Th e Exemplary Mother/ 

From her Husband. 

Say, to what mimic fcenes did fancy rove, 
To paint this image of maternal love? 
Say, did fome Angel (ketch the fair defign, 
To fliow to mortals, what is worth divine ? 
Such virtues fure, and fiich celeftial charms. 
Ne'er bloom*d on earth, nor blefs'd a 

mortal's arms ! 
Yes, — truth avows, what fancy s pencil 

drew. 
And boafis the bright original xnyou. 



The 



( M7 ) 



The following CHARACTER, 
Was written by a Gentleman, 

Who is univerfally ejlcemed and beloved 
by thofe zuho know him, both for 
his talents and his virtues. But, 
as from dijffidence, he wijhes his 
name to be concealed, he facrijices 
to his virtue, the reputation due to 
his abilities, 

ON Tuesday Evening, January 
31ft, 1786, died Mifs Char- 
lotte Maria Cooper, eldeft 
Daughter of the Rev. Dr. Cooper, 
Minifter of Great Yarmouth. 

T Poft- 
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Pofthumous panegyric, either from 
the ignorance, or partiality of writers, 
has been, for the moft part, fo in- 
judicioufly diftributed, that any at- 
tempt to defcribc a virtuous, and 
exalted chara3er, is regarded, by 
the majority of mankind, with only 
a cold, and fceptical indifference. 
The rule of ** not fptaking ill of 
" the dead," though it, undoubtedly, 
had it's origin in the tendereft affec- 
tions of human nature, has itfelf 
been deftruftive of the good it was 
intended to produce : the reader 
is now led to expe6i fi8:ion, and it 
is the remark of a very diftinguifhed 
poet, that, 
** Praife undcferved turns fatire moft feverc." 

The 
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The writer of the following pages, 
ferioufly lamenting the folly he con- 
demns, confiders himfelf as fecure 
againil any temptation that could 
poffibly offer, to feduce him into a 
like injudicious condud. The know- 
ledge, that fuch evils do fome times 
exift, is not, however, to terrify him 
into the oppofite error. He, who 
would give truth to the world, muft 
be under no flavifli controul, from 
a fear of mifapprehenfion in the 
weak, or malice in the wicked : 
Wherever he perceives uncommon 
merit, juftice demands the tribute 
of uncommon applaufe. To difcem 
with perfpicacity, and commend with 
zeal, are qualities far from being 

T 2 repugn 
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repugnant : Virtue, like the fun, 
warms while it illuminates. 



If then, in the firft inftance, we 
dired our attention to thofe elegant 
endowments, which are more pecu- 
liarly conferred by nature, and polite 
education, we fhall find this lady to 
have poffefTed them in a very emi- 
nent degree ; though there ftill ap- 
peared, even to thofe, whofe modes 
of thinking led them to contemplate 
no higher fpecies of excellence, fome- 
thing in the manner of Mifs Cooper^ 
that gave mpre than ufual grace to 
their favourite attainments. Thofe 
pure principles, which the moft vir- 
tuous education, and habits, had 

filently 
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filently inftilled into her mind, fhed 
their own foft influence over every 
aftion of her life. All felt the 
power, though all knew not whence 
it was derived; but wrapt in won- 
der, like the brethren of Jubal, they 
revered in filence, what they could 
not comprehend. 

But befide her pofleffing, in fo 
eminent a manner, all the leffer or- 
naments of the female charafter, her 
mind feems to have borne the ftamp 
of an exalted, and peculiar excel- 
lence. Various, and even oppofite, 
qualities appeared to combine, in 
order to render her complete ; or 
rather, they centred in the exaft 

point 
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point of perfeftion. Though endowed 
with the fofteft fenfibility^ it was 
tin6lured with no weaknefs. To an 
uncommon quicknefs of penetratioDi 
and folidity of judgment, ihe joined 
the moft engaging candour ; her 
charity being ever ready to throw 
a veil over thofe weakneffes, which 
her perfpicacity obliged her to per- 
teive. And, though the livelinefs 
of her imagination, added to an 
uncommon force of underflanding, 
enabled her to command applaufe, 
either by the brilliancy, or ftrength 
of her obfervations ; yet were thefe 
talents never exerted, when they could 
poffibly be produftive of the flighted 
pain ; or be found in the leaft in- 

confiftent 
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confiftent with the niceft female de- 
corum. In the circle of her moft 
intimate friends, fhe would, indeed^ 
fometimes indulge in thofe fprightly 
Tallies of fancy, that delight while 
they improve ; that innocent rail- 
lery, which confers an envied dif- 
tindion upon its favoured objeft. 

But, however eminently qualified 
to difcern the real merit of every 
charafter^ this ability Teemed totally 
to difappear, when fhe would apply 
it to the inveftigation of her own. 
Of the important duty of felf-exa- 
mination, fo rigid was her obfervance, 
and fo extreme was fhe to difcover 
fomething amifs, that her virtues 

were 
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were hidden from herfelf in a cloud 
o( imaginary imperfedions. Her 
diffidence was, however, eafy to be 
diflinguifhed from that affedation of 
humility, by which fome appear fe- 
licitous to perfuade others, without 
being themfelves convinced : flie 
believed the fallacious reprefentations 
(he gave, and therefore afforded to 
her friends, that moft delightful of 
offices, the diffipating thofe mifts of 
error, which timidity had raifed, and 
of (hewing virtue her own fplendid 
iAiage. But, though Ihe might not 
be difpleafed with fuch tributes of 
ingenuous praife, imagine not, that 
from hence was opened in her mind, 
any avenue to the infinuations of 

flattery. 
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flattery. The penetration ef her un- 
derftanding, fa plainly delineated ii^ 
her " mind-sillumiu'd face, *^ joined 
vith ft certain dignity of niannei, 
^ver deterred wife men from the 
attempt, and fools were made fen-»^ 
fible of it's inefiicacy. 

It may be a&ed, from what fource* 
could fuch qonfummate pGrfeftion 
arife ? Fron\ that fpurc^ alone, from 
whence perfeftion can arife* She 
eipployed the excellent underftanding 
Ihe poffeffed, in learning, and digeft- 
ing the important truths of Chrifti-^ 
anity, and in laying them as th^ 
bafis of her whole condu^. Religiof^ 
it piay be faid, was her ruling paf- 

u fion, 



M 
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fion, as well as principle ; — a, reli- 
gion, equally free from the deceitful 
ardour of enthufiafm, and the de- 
fponding gloom of fuperftition. It 
neither offended the gay by a ftern 
feverity, nor the wife by oftentatious 
intrufion ; nor did it, on the other 
hand, give a moment s alarm to the 
truly pious, by a feeming want of fer- 
vor; but, on every proper occafion, 
difplayed the ^ trued magnanimity. 
The duty to her God, fhe well knew, 
demanded her firft care ; and to 
hear it, unconcernedly, either ridi- 
culed ^ in it's praftice, or vilified in 
it's principles, was, in her appre- 
henfion, to add to a very high de- 
gree 
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gree of guilt, the accumulated igno- 
miny of defertion and cowardice. 

It will not, then, feem wonderful, 
that under Aich guidance, having 
a mind conftantly fixed on things 
above, and repofing, as it were, 
** on the bofom of her God," fhe 
fhould regard the pleafures of this 
life, with the indifference of a gueft, 
that was tarrying but for a day. 
The follies and temptations of the 
world had little power to diflurb^ 
or wound. Their fhafts could not 
but fall impotent, from fuch divine 
armour. 

But, fplendid as her charafter was> 

u 2 we 
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we fhxMiltl deprive it of it's gteateft 
luftre, t liiftre, which cvtn adorns, 
and dignifies human nature, were 
we to omit the fortitude JBie difplayed 
ih the laft fxret^s of hef life. Iti 
thefe moft ^wful ttiomems, and, in- 
deed, during the whole of her gra- 
dual decline, we faw her fubmitting 
to the divine decree, Vith a refig- 
nation, and confidence, that "Would 
have aftonilhed the ftoic, appalled 
the infidel, and enlarged the moft 
exdted hopes *oF the piotis Chriftiati. 

If this trafiqtiillify was, A any 
time, interrupted, it was only frotfi 
her love to thofe tender friends, 
"whdfc forrow 'on her account, flie 

was 
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w^s ^vet moft anxious to alleviate. 
This kindneft of attention to thofe 
Sibout hef, was indeed tvident, in 
her l^teft fnoments. Even, after h*er 
tongue had loft it's office, her ftill- 
expreflSve eyes t:aft a look of the 
moft affeftiottate rolicitude upoti her 
itoiable and afflifted mother. They 
then funk in night ;— ^and fh'e expired 
foon after ;-^her cotimenati'ct relnain- 
ing iUtimitied, even in death, with ft s 
wonted fmile of benignity and affec- 
tion. 

What an inftruftive leffon fhould 
this example prove to all, who were 
more immediately within it's in- 
fluence ; and fiirely, the mere know- 
ledge of fuch excellence cannot but 
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be fcrviceablc to the caufe of virtue 
and religion. Every perfon, capable 
of rcfleftion, muft think thofe prin- 
ciples of the higheft importance, which 
could enable a lady, but juft entered 
into her twenty-firft year, with not 
only every want fupplicd, and every 
wifh fulfilled ; but placed too in 
a ftate of affluence, that invited 
her to partake of every elegance ; 
furrounded by numerous friends, who 
dearly loved her; bleft with the 
tendereft parents, who knew and 
cherifhed her every worth ; fo that 
her whole life may be faid to 
have been one conftant reciprocation 
of delight ; and infpired too with 
the livelieft fenfe of gratitude to 

that 
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that God, who had thus rendered 
her, as fhe frequently declared, the 
happieft of human beings : — Thofe 
principles, I fay, muft, furely, be 
of the firft importance, by the in- 
fluence of which, a lady, thus emi- 
nently diftinguiflied, could, with all 
her afFeftions to her loved relatives, 
flrong even in death, be content to 
refign, in fo early a period of life,, 
this abundant accumulation of earthly 
good, even without a figh. 



However imperfeftly the above 
copy may exprefs it's author's fenfe 
of the excellent original, he is ftill 

' aware. 
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^warc> that tq nuwy,, it wiU fe^x^ 
to diCpl^y s^n ^ffipmhlage of good 
qUt^litics^ of which they will be abfe 
to form no idea- The meixtal ^y^ 
of fome, 2^s well as the corporeaji^ 
can look no fs^rther than tp the 
groflfer objefts^ To offer apology^ 
or reafon^ to fuch perfons, would 
be either cowardly^ or infulting. It 
is not, indeed, poffibl^, hut that 
any defcription of ej^alted charafter, 
muft be unacceptable to many ;— ^ 
from caufes, as deeply rooted, as 
the depravity of Qur nature. Folly, 
vice, and irreligion, have a very 
extenfive influence in the world, 
and, as every example of wifdom^ 
virtue, and pi^ty, muft i^-ceflr^frity 

brand 
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l)rand them with additional infamy^ 
they find an intereft in keeping up 
a general charge of delufion, and 
encouraging^ as much as in their 
power, a fpirit of incredulity. 

The prefent writer cannot but la- 
ment thefe evils, under which he 
labours ; evils, that will be likely 
to opprefs him, in exafl proportion 
to the fidelity of his narration ; for 
the more truly he may have deli- 
neated the virtues of this much- 
efteemed lady, the more will it feem 
the fport of fancy. 

He feels, however, a folid con- 
folation in the afiurance, that all 

w thofe. 
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thofe, who knew her excellencies, 
will love to dwell on the theme; 
that thanks will rife even to him^ 
from the pureft hearts ; mingled, 
indeed, with regret, at his imperfeft 
delineation. Thofe, who had not 
the felicity of her acquaintance, will, 
he hopes, believe him, when he 
folemnly afferts, that he has advanced 
nothing, of the truth of which he 
does not feel a firm convi£Uon. His 

• 

wifh has not been fo much to bla- 
zon the merits of an individual, as 
to promote the caufe of virtue, he, 
therefore, having had no induce- 
ment to deceive, can have litde 
reafon to fear the juft cenfure that 
would await him, were he found to 

have 
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have concealed deformity in a garb 
of fiftion. His anxiety arifes, in- 
deed, from a very different fource. 
Confcious of inability, he feels thd 
livelieft apprehenfion, left, by de- 

« 

preciating the moft perfeft example 
of human excellence, he fhould ren- 
der it a lefs ftriking objeft of the 
world's regard, and apparently lefs 
worthy it's imitation. 



The 
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The following ELEGY, 

( W&idk . has already appeared in a public Paper ^ ) 

Is the Produ&ion of a Lady, 

Who has given the world fever al other Jpeci- 
mens of her abilities^ and proofs of the good- 
nefs of her heart • Her " Frankly's 
"Rambles," I would zvipi particularly 
to recommend to every oru's perufal* 
They have^ indeed^ been Jbmetimes objeSed 
tOy as imitations of Sterne, of whom^ 
the world fays y in a manner which often 
fiknces difpute^ though it does not con* 
vince the judgment^ that he is an author 
who is inimitable. But^ when this ora-- 
cular decifion is examined, it is found 
to be evidently falfe, and it is fcarcely 
to be doubtedy that it is norfenfe. For^ 
his beauties may certainly be imitated^ 

though 
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though not perhaps equcdUd^ and^ God 
forbid^ that an imitation of his faults 
Jhould be attempted. 

The compliment to the editor is fuffered t<y 
remain in this republication of the Elegy 
and Addrejsy as a proof of the Jlrength of 
the ladys partiality ; as he hasjhown in the 
Dedication^ to whom the fame words might 
have been applied without a compliment. 

To Mrs. and Dr. C, 

pRlEND of my heart: fmet fjier of v^ foul: 
Accept this tribute, J%»'^ «wM mar^ a tear'. 

Meant the keen pangs of anguijk to controul^ 
And prove a gentle fdace to thy car&. 

And thou, revered, refpeSed, beji of men ; 

Thou fojl^ring parent of my artUfs mufe\ 
Would that the feeble efforts of my pen. 

Could one foft drop of lenient balm dlffufe! 

Then 
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TAen would my htart extUt,-*^ gfoUful keatif 
That bends Jmctrt at frkndjh^s facred Jknm% 

That ever in thy lot koi Jkared a pert^ 

Joyd when you jofd^ and made your farrows wine* 



Y. 



What means this burft of woe ? From that (ad bell 
Surely I hear a more than JoUnat found ; 

With more than wonted awe it firikes it's knell^ 
And flings a -gloom of horror all aroond I 

Tqo fure it's tidings r|}eak no common doom; 

Youth, fweetnefs, virtue, clad in lovelieft form. 
Await untimely now the opening tomb, 

Gently they funk beneath the fuddea fiontu 

Now droop, pale lilly, on thy bed of earth ; 

A fairer flower has death's chill blaft defiroy'd \ 
O ! venture not to p»it thy bloflbms forth. 

Save that thou be to deck her grave cmployM. 

Knov 
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Know thou, vain rofc, bowc'er thou art approved, 
Lovelier than opening rofes was the 'maid $ 

But from this world of forrow is lemov'd, 

To climes unchanging, where (he ne'er cap fade. 

What ! though we all a common lofs deplore, 
£'en fuch a daughter, Roman (ires would prize, 

Think not the child of duty is no more;-«i- 
Earth's boaft is but tranfplanted to the (kies. 

Pure as unfullied fnow, her fpotlefs mind 

Led her unerring through the paths of truth; 

Each VIRTUE deck'd her, with each grace 
entwin'd, 
And age leam'd wifdom from the lips of youth. 

Sweet MERCY was the inmate of her breaft; 

While meekeft modesty each look infpired ; 
Faith and celestial love each fear 
reprefsM ; 
And at d e a t h*s call, (he, in a s m i L £ 
expired. 

Matured 
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Matured for heaven, by pious converfe led, 

No other fcenes than thofe of bli(i (he knew; 

Hope wav'd his pinions o'er her dying bed, 
And SERAPHS caught her SPIRIT ere it flew. 

Round heaven's high throne mynads of angels throng; 

Another angel comes ! each wafts the found ; 
Then to th' Almighty foare the grateful fong. 

And Hallelujahs through th' expanfe rebound. 



E. B. 



The 
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The following ELEGY, 

Is a Produ6lion of the eldeft Brother 

of the deceafed. 

Who, I am happy to fay^ is JHll more 
nearly united to his departed Jifter, by 
kindred of mind^ than even By the ties 
of nature. 



ELEGY. 

T O ! where tn yonder glory fringed (ky, 
(Creative Vifion to my foul is giv*n !) 

Some Angel's {hape foft melting in the eye, 
Wafts a pure fpirit to the realms of beav'n. 



That 
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That fpirit once illuni'd a (lOer's fonn. 

Shone thro' the clear expreflion of the face; 

Glow*d in the heart, with native ardor warm. 
And gave to heaoty aumy a nanelefa grace. 

Her* foul was fpotlefs as the foow untrod. 

Her form the pureft tranfcripc of her mind : 

She liv'd,— (he died,— devoted to he^ God,-^ 
In life obedient,— «^nd in death refign^d. 

O ! fay what more can piety require ? 

O ! fay what more defcription can expreis ? 
Was {he not all a parent could defirCy 

Or heav'n could grant when moft difpos'd to blcfs ? 

And is flic gone ?— TTiit dear angelic maid ; 

This ray emitted from the fource of light ? 
Low in the duft the lovely corfe is laid^ 

The beam is dimm'd by temporary night. 

Weep then, ye few, to whom her worth was known t 
Yc friends of virtue, forfpw o'er the bier! 

A brother's heart {hall aafwer groan for groan ( 
A brother's gre fttall pay you tear for tear ! 

Alas( 
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Alas! my Charlotte; wilt thou ne'er return? 

Ne'er with thy friends the paths of pleafure tread? 
Then fee thy hrothers, iillers, parents mourn. 

And (igh to howling winds, that Charlotte's dead ! 

But foft ;— methinks a foothing voice I hear ; 

From yon dark cloud a flood of fplendor breaks ; 
Mellifluous accents fink into my ear;— 

A more than mortal to my &ncy fpeaksl* 

** Reflrain I— reftrain !— the gufhing (Iream of woe! 

'* Blind fon of weaknefs, and frail child of duil I 
** Raife thy grofs thoughts from images below I 

" Expand thy foul, and own thy Maker jufl ! 

*^ Ordain'd as patterns to mifguided man, 

" Some fainted fpirits to the world are lent ; 

'* In mortal forms to forward heav'ns high plan, 
" By grace inflrufted, as by wifdom fent. 

** Such the fweet maid you wantonly deplore 1— 
** On earth awhile^ pity doom'd to flay: 

** Her life's pure precept"'l||de mankind adore ; 
" Her foul now triumphWin eternal day." 

r ^ 

Corr6£^ed 
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Corrcded thus,-~I bow before his (hrincy 

Who knows when bed to punifh,— when to fparc 

Affliction links in gratitude divine; 

Complainings melt in ardency of prayer I 

O ! may my life be like my Charlotte's bleft. 
My mind as tranquil, and my foul as pure ! 

Encreafing fervour fupplicates the refl !— 
A death as placid !— a reward as fure ! 



N I S. 
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